
Paula Knight of Lichfield Meeting on the ‘The Wave’ on 5 December. 

many other places.  There 
is a real community spirit. 
 

At our Meeting House, 
Transition Leek are consid-
ering having a number of 
areas, including an ‘edible 
forest garden’, and one 
which will demonstrate 
how to grow food in a 
backyard.  ‘Often garden-
ing is a pretty expensive 
affair but we want to show 
people how they can do it 
cheaply.  Because the gar-
den is in the middle of 
town one of the things we 
wanted to do was to show 
people what you could do 
to grow food in a relatively 
small space.’ 

Linda Skellam, Leek 

Quakers across Staffordshire 
are  involved in the Transition 
Town movement.  Leek Meet-
ing has a special role. 
 

After an evening when 
Transition Leek explained 
their philosophy and aims, 
Leek Meeting House of-
fered an area of the garden 
as an allotment.  The area, 
used as an allotment years 
ago and more recently by 
the local beekeeping asso-
ciation, has become over-
grown. 
 

Transition Towns started 
with the idea of preparing 
communities for the 
‘challenges, and opportuni-
ties, of Peak Oil and Cli-

mate Change’.  They are 
being created around the 
world.  The Transition 
Network has been created 
to support them.  The first 
Transition Town was Tot-
nes in Devon, which has  
many projects underway. 
 

Another Transition Town 
is Todmorden, whose  
action group is named 
‘Incredible Edible Tod-
morden’.  At the Transi-
tion Leek open evening, 
two speakers from Tod-
morden explained their 
work creating herb gardens 
at the local railway station, 
and vegetable plots in 
Health Centre, police sta-
tion, school gardens and 
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• Up to 50,000 in central 
London 

• Part of the worldwide 
movement to put pressure 
on world leaders in 
advance of the Copenha-
gen climate summit 

• Many F/riends took 
part, including several 
from Staffordshire 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

THREE DEAR 

FRIENDS 

2-3 

ABOUT FAITH 4-6 

MEETINGS AND 

CONFERENCES 

7-9 

WHAT WE DO 10-11 

HOPE AND FUN 12 

AREA MEETING 

CALENDAR 

12 



Clarice on a visit to a garden 
centre, February 2009 

TESTIMONY TO THE LIFE OF CAROL WOODINGS ,  

ATTENDER AT LEEK MEETING ,  1994-2009 

On Thursday 4 January 
about 50 to 60 of us met at 
Stafford Crematorium to 
give thanks for the life of 
Clarice Dawson. 

 

A very deep silence was fol-
lowed by ministry which 
repeatedly recalled the joy, 
delight and warmth which 
Clarice had shared in the 
very varied parts of her life.   
People from her teaching life 
spoke of her support and 

understanding, and how she 
listened, cared and found the 
depths in those she met.  She 
loved her birds, and her 
painting showed her love of 
nature and her gentle rela-
tionship with it. 

 

What do we hope to achieve 
in our lives?  If it is to make a 
difference then Clarice cer-
tainly left her mark on many 
lives. 

 

Some words in Forton 
Church reminded me of 
Clarice: 

‘Keep innocency and take 
heed of the thing that is 
right – for this shall bring 
man peace at last.’ 

 

We all felt privileged to have 
been a small part of this life 
well lived. 

  

 Joan Holland, Stone 

CLARICE DAWSON 

party at Leek Meeting House 
and Carol’s enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of seeing every-
one working together and 
our shared meal afterwards.  
Carol decided when she re-
tired to do some study which 
she had wanted to do for 
some time, undertaking and 
achieving through Learn 
Direct an English Literature 
qualification and at the time 
of her illness was undertak-
ing a maths course.  This 
gave her immense pleasure 
of achievement. 

 

Although unassuming in 
manner I remember Carol 
could surprise me at times 
by what she would add, 
sometimes in passing, to a 
conversation about some-
thing that she had seen or 
read.  Many times this has 
given me the interest to ex-
tend my own knowledge and 
look at this material myself.  
For one individual to inspire 

another in such a way, to 
seek out further knowledge 
or study, is I believe a great 
compliment to Carol. 

 

When I think of Carol and 
hold her in the light a line 
from the bible comes very 
much to the forefront of my 
thoughts ‘and the meek shall 
inherit the earth’.  This 
seems some how to be a very 
appropriate epitaph. 

 

Jane Heath, Leek 

 

All who knew Carol at Leek 
Meeting would, I am sure, 
agree with this lovely testi-
mony to her character and 
personality.  She will be very 
missed by us all. 

 

Linda Skellam, Leek 

I have known Carol only a 
relatively short period of 
time, but very much wish 
time had been more gener-
ous.  Carol was a private 
person and someone who 
came across as being reluc-
tant in pushing herself for-
ward, preferring to remain 
in the background, but that’s 
not to say that her presence 
went unnoticed through her 
willingness to freely give her 
support and help with what-
ever was being planned.  
This showed in the voluntary 
work she did in a Charity 
Shop in Leek together with 
her activities for St Edwards 
Church. 

 

Carol was someone who 
took immense pleasure in 
undertaking what to others 
may seem quite small things 
as she could happily be heard 
humming a tune as she 
worked.  I particularly recol-
lect an organised cleaning 
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Dennis had a genius for liv-
ing his Quakerism.  He 
could and did talk to any-
body and everybody, all rec-
ognising his great integrity.  
He unerringly found and 
spoke to ‘that of God’ in 
everyone; we saw this in all 
areas of his life.  He loved 
Quaker meetings as he en-
joyed meeting Ffriends, 
whether there was serious 
discussion, banter or, more 
commonly, both.   He told 
jokes against himself, often 
recalling the time at Monthly 
Meeting when he was railing 
at length against the Charity 
Commission, a matter not 
even on the agenda.  He 
hugely enjoyed the reaction 
of the clerk who just asked 
‘Do you feel better for that, 
Dennis?’ 

 

Dennis’ first work was as an 
ambulance and taxi driver 
where he would have met 
people from across society.  
Then he and Joan (his wife of 
45 years) set up a roadside 
café near Lichfield.  He 
would talk Quakerism, poli-
tics, anything, always with 
passion and a lightness of 
touch.  Customers, whether 
regulars or not, would be-
come involved, with many 
becoming engrossed.   This 
was genuine outreach.  He 
must have infected many 
people from around the 
country with his commit-
ment and enthusiasm.  His 
open and forthright views 
were always rooted in his 
keen sense of truth, justice 
and compassion.  
 

Dennis was a Quaker Prison 
Minister at Stafford and 

Featherstone Prisons for 
many years.  No matter what 
the prisoner had done Den-
nis could locate his (the pris-
oner’s) Inner Light and find 
common ground.  He started 
Meetings for Worship which 
met a real need in the 
prison.  He was deeply 
moved by the depth of the 
silence and the quality of the 
ministry, reflecting that they 
could match Meetings on the 
outside. 
 

For all who knew Dennis his 
memory will remain an in-
spiring part of our lives and 
Meetings: his ability to lis-
ten, understand and care, all 
with love, humour and in-
tegrity, showed us the best 
of human qualities. 
 

 Staffordshire Area Meeting  

to hear what the topic was 
that week when we noticed 
that Dennis was still quiet 
and there he sat with a look 
of perfect serenity on his 
face. That serenity shone 
through his whole life and 
was just one of the things 
that made it a privilege for 
me to both know him and 
call him friend. We all hope 
that this testimony marks the 
start of the healing process 
from the great loss suffered 
by our meeting and all of 
Dennis’s friends and family. 

 

Gayle Yeomans, Stafford  

When the testimony to Den-
nis’s life was read during 
meeting for worship this 
Sunday (13.12.09) it’s safe 
to say there wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house. Lots of memo-
ries sprang to mind of his 
kindness, courage and joy. 
But the memory that came 
most strongly to me was of 
Dennis totally quiet (yes it 
did happen sometimes). 
About six of us were holding 
a spiritual journey group, we 
were all sitting round in a 
friend’s living room and had 
started the meeting with 15 
minutes of quiet. When the 
time was up we were all 
shuffling round getting ready 

TESTIMONY TO THE GRACE OF GOD IN THE LIFE 

OF DENNIS GRIPTON (DIED ON 25 MAY ,  2009, AGED 67) 

THE DEPTHS OF THE SILENCE 
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Look well to this day 

For it is life 

The very best of life. 

In its brief course lie all 

The realities and truths of existence, 

The joy of growth, the splendour of action, 

The glory of power. 

For yesterday is but a memory. 

And tomorrow is only a vision. 

But today well lived 

Makes every yesterday a memory of happiness 

And every tomorrow a vision of hope. 

Look well therefore to this day. 

 

 For Dennis’s wife Joan this ancient Sanskrit 
poem sums up his whole philosophy of life 

LOOK WELL TO THIS DAY 



LANGUAGE IN QUAKER OUTREACH MATERIALS : 

SEEKING TO REFLECT DIVERSITY - 1 

The concern, originally 
expressed by Outreach 
Working Group and taken 
up by Area Meeting (AM), 
about the excessive use of 
God language in outreach 
materials produced by 
Quaker Life (QL), has made 
progress.   
 

As AM felt the concern had 
not been adequately dealt 
with by correspondence, a 
meeting was requested with 
QL representatives .  This 
was held on 20 November  
at Friends House. 
 

The concern about increased 
use of the word ‘God’ in 
recent centrally-produced 
outreach materials to the 
virtual exclusion of words 
such as ‘spirit’ and ‘light’ 
was outlined1.  Questions  
included how representative 
of the diversity of Quaker 
belief is the language used 
and is the use of theistic lan-
guage only going to attract 
theists.  Anecdotal evidence 
of such language being off-
putting to some enquirers 
was shared.   Richard Sum-
mers, QL General Secretary, 
outlined the process of de-

veloping outreach material.  
It is usually written by indi-
viduals or working groups, 
‘bounced off’ colleagues, 
Friends in QL and non-
Friends before being ap-
proved by QL Central Com-
mittee (QLCC) for publica-
tions. 

• He said that ‘the key is 
what non-friends think 
not what friends think’ 
about outreach material.   

• He assured us QLCC tries 
to hold the balance and 
ensure  literature relates 
to where Britain Yearly 
Meeting (BYM) is now, 
i.e. in line with Quaker 
Faith & Practice  (QF&P). 

• There are as many con-
cerns expressed by Chris-
tocentric theists as there 
are by non-theists, and 
members of QLCC have 
to set aside their own be-
liefs in order to reflect 
where we are as a society 
in the literature.   

• Outreach material needs 
to be simple, short and 
honest. 

• He reflected that Ffriends 
understand ‘God’ in a 
variety of ways. 

Discussion points included: 

• There is a mismatch be-
tween QF&P and some of 
the leaflets.  QF&P vali-
dates diversity where 
some of the leaflets appear 
to ignore it.  Anthony 
Wilson had provided a list 
of alternative phrases used 
in A&Q which helped to 
highlight different words 
which might be more in-
clusive2. 

• Tom Harris, Outreach – 
QL, said that being sim-
ple, short and honest in 
one leaflet is difficult. 

• A leaflet is not necessarily 
as good as talking one-to-
one with an enquirer. 

• Our (BYM’s) increased 
outreach endeavours over 
the last two years may 
have caused diversity of 
belief to become an issue.  
One person’s language 
may take another out of 
his/her comfort zone, and 
one can become fearful of 
being excluded by the 
other.  Perhaps it is time 
for Ffriends to talk more 
about their individual 
beliefs to one another. 

 

of Staffs AM,  Margaret 
Crossland, member of Staffs 
AM,  Tom Harris, Outreach 
- QL,  Peter Holland, Clerk, 
Staffs AM,  Rob Horton, 
Acting Convenor, Staffs AM 
OWG,  Richard Summers, 
General Secretary, QL,  
Patsy Wilson, Outreach 
Link, QLCC,  Barbara Win-
dle, QLCC,  Rhoda Whar-
ton, member of Staffs AM 

 

Rob Horton has shared the 
concerns of Staffordshire 
Area Meeting that the use of 
the word ‘God’ in our out-
reach literature is not helpful 
to enquirers who may be 
moving from other churches 
or faiths. 

Richard Summers has ex-
plained the process of pro-
ducing a leaflet for QL out-
reach.  QLCC has responsi-
bility for QL outreach mate-
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‘PERHAPS IT IS 

TIME FOR 

FRIENDS TO 

TALK MORE 

ABOUT THEIR 

INDIVIDUAL 

BELIEFS TO ONE 

ANOTHER ’  

At a meeting between some 
members of Staffordshire 
Area Meeting and some 
members of Quaker Life 
Central Committee and 
Quaker Life staff held at 
Friends House on 20 No-
vember 2009. 

Present: Julia Aspden, 
Clerk, QLCC,  David 
Brayley-Willmetts, member 

MEETING 

AGREED MINUTE 



LANGUAGE IN QUAKER OUTREACH MATERIALS - 2 

rial, but it is important to 
understand that Quaker 
Quest literature is produced 
separately and is not part of 
the centrally managed work. 
 

Enquirers may be looking for 
a way to express their faith 
and this may not be through 
traditional religious lan-
guage.  Some come to 
Friends on an explicitly spiri-
tual search, however they 
may word it.  Others have 
seen Quaker work in the 
world and come to Quakers 
as a consequence.  Many 
come from an un-religious 
background, others from 

Christian churches. 
 

We need words that will 
capture the power of the 
Quaker experience.  Our 
desire of Quakers is to feel in 
contact with the creative 
energy and mystery which 
some call God.  Other terms 
used are the Divine, the 
Light, Truth, Reality, the 
Spirit, the Inner Light.  For 
many of us, we can accept 
the name of ‘God’ as encom-
passing all of these; for oth-
ers the concept of God is a 
stumbling block. 
 

We have recognised the 

wide diversity of both belief 
and language that exists in 
our religious society (Quaker 
Faith &  Practice 1.01).  We 
rejoice in this diversity.  
Sensitivity to language is 
extremely important and our 
challenge is to hold the bal-
ance. 
 

We thank our Friends from 
Staffordshire for joining us; 
and this minute will be re-
corded in the Quaker Life 
Central Committee minutes 
this weekend. 
 

Signed   Julia Aspden   Clerk, 
QLCC  

In Julia’s letter with the 
minute, she indicated she 
felt the minute was heard 
with ‘intent concentration’ 
by QLCC.  Concern was 
expressed that some mem-
bers of our AM might feel 
inhibited in speaking of God 
and QLCC minuted, ‘We 
have to be clear that we are a 
religious society, and there is 
future work for our commit-
tee in encouraging Friends to 
be clear about our beliefs.’  
Later in the meeting, QLCC 
agreed a revision of the out-
reach leaflets (in train any-
way) and included in the 
minute, ‘In the light of the 
meeting held with members 
of Staffordshire Area Meet-
ing, we ask those drafting 
the leaflets to consider the 
use of language very care-
fully.’ 
 

At our December AM, 
after hearing the full report 
and minute of  20 November 
meeting, Julia’s letter and 
Peter’s reply3, we minuted: 

‘We welcomed the outcome 
of the meeting: it helped us 
to appreciate more fully 
QL's difficulties and to clar-
ify our own individual posi-
tions. We feel that we 
should be able to embrace 
our differences during our 
life journeys. 

Concern was expressed that 
Quaker Quest conducts out-
reach outside the Society as 
it may not present a balanced 
view of Quakerism and is 
not accountable to QL. 

We wish to revisit this mat-
ter at a future AM.’ 
 

In informal conversa-
tions and documents 
since the November meet-
ing, I have come across the 
following points: 

• Sometimes there seems to 
be an assumption that 
beliefs and religion need 
to be theistic – but is this 
necessarily so?  Are non-
theists understood within 
the structures of BYM?  
Are they welcome as 
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members? 

• Maybe what we need to 
do is say how it is for our-
selves as individuals 
within the group called 
Quakers otherwise what 
we say will be short and 
simple but not honest.  
Lichfield LM has shown 
that this can be done and 
that Ffriends across the 
spectrum of belief can 
find words to unite 
around – but it cannot be 
one liners and it takes 
time! 

• It is important that 
Ffriends are happy with 
outreach materials – we 
need to know they paint a 
true picture of the diver-
sity of belief within BYM.  
Otherwise we are misrep-
resenting ourselves to 
enquirers. 

 

My immediate hope is that 
everyone, theist and non-
theist, in Staffordshire 
AM can and does feel free to 
speak about their beliefs.  

‘WE NEED 

WORDS THAT 

WILL CAPTURE 

THE POWER OF 

THE QUAKER 

EXPERIENCE ’  

FOLLOW-UPS  

Rob Horton, Staf-
ford, Acting Conve-
nor, Area Meeting 
Outreach Working 
Group 

1Briefing Notes about 
the concern prepared 
by Bill Walley are 
available as an e-
document. 

2Available as an e-
document 

3These four items are 
available from your 
Local Meeting clerk. 

I can forward e-
versions of all these 
documents. 



For many Quakers, God is not an existent being with whom we can have 
a relationship, but rather a symbol of our most deeply held ideals: those 

qualities we consider to be of ultimate worth in human life - love, compassion, goodness, 
truth, integrity; our response to beauty; our capacity for wonder and awe. We put our 
trust in these qualities of the human spirit, and strive to live our lives in accordance with 
them, believing that if we do so they will be a source of enabling light and power even in 
the deepest darkness.                                           

Statement written during Meeting for Worship in Lichfield 

This article offering a Quaker 
perspective was for ‘Spark’ a 
local inter-faith magazine. 
 

The quest for inner peace is 
one that often eludes us in 
the hectic lifestyles, and the 
problems that recent times 
have brought to us.  How do 
we achieve it?  What is the 
process that best helps us? 

 

Attending meeting for wor-
ship is certainly, for me, one 
of the ways in which I find I 
can develop a sense of inner 
peace. From the silence 
(Meeting for worship taking 
the form of one hour of si-
lence) I find a sense of peace 
and calm that can help me 
through the stresses and 
strains that I encounter dur-
ing the rest of the week. 

 

Entering the stillness, and 
knowing that whenever a 
problem or difficulty arises 
we will be shown the path to 
take, gives a sense of peace 
through the trust that it en-
genders in us. 

 

We may not find the answer 
we expect, and it may not be 
delivered in the way we an-
ticipate, but answers will be 
given to us if we  open our 
hearts, and have the faith to 
follow our inner guidance. 

Advices and Queries number 
8 speaks of this:  “We seek a 
gathered stillness in our 
meetings for worship so that 
all may feel the power of 
God’s love drawing us to-
gether and leading us”. 

 

This is a process that is also 
well described in advices and 
queries number 10 (taken 
from Quaker Faith and Prac-
tice) which says: “Come 
regularly to meeting for 
worship even when you are 
angry, depressed, tired or 
spiritually cold.  In the si-
lence ask for the prayerful 
support of others joined with 
you in worship.  Try to find 
a spiritual wholeness which 
encompasses suffering as 
well as thankfulness and joy.  
Prayer, springing from a 
deep place in the heart, may 
bring healing and unity as 
nothing else can.  Let meet-
ing for worship nourish your 
whole life.” 

 

In Faith and Practice, chap-
ter 29 01 (1987) Quaker 
Gordon Matthews speaks of 
learning to live in that place 
where inner guidance arises, 
which is a place of “love, joy 
and peace, even in the midst 
of pain”.   Being in that state 
makes it “more easy to 
smile, because I am no 
longer afraid”. 

In another section of Faith 
and Practice, one of the early 
Quakers, Isaac Pennington 
(1616-1679) tells of his 
searching for spiritual mean-
ing in his life, and of his ex-
perience of the early Quaker 
movement. 

 

He speaks of listening to the 
preaching of some of the 
Quakers who had set out to 
spread the news about 
George Fox and the West-
morland Seekers – and it is 
interesting to note his ex-
periences.  He reports that it 
was at these meetings that he 
felt the presence of the 
“Most High among them”, 
and subsequently felt a “light 
and clearness”, and a sense 
and feeling that he had met 
with his God – realising 
God’s nature, love and com-
passion “which have melted, 
overcome and changed my 
heart before him”. 

 

He says of this:  “What shall I 
say?  I have met with true 
peace, the true righteous-
ness, the true holiness, the 
rest of the soul, the everlast-
ing habitation which the re-
deemed dwell in.” 

 

Linda Skellam, Leek 

ABOUT FAITH: INNER PEACE 

HE FELT THE 

PRESENCE OF 

‘THE MOST HIGH 

AMONG THEM ’  
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The September Meeting for 
Sufferings was untypical in 
that it was the first of the 
new triennium and at least 
half of the members were 
there for the first time.  
Time had been given for 
induction, for work in Home 
Groups and for general ques-
tions, which was much ap-
preciated. 

 

The other ‘different’ piece of 
business was the opening of 
the new Quaker Centre, 
which incorporates the book 
shop, a café, a meeting place 
with Internet access, a re-
sources section where 
friends can browse and bor-
row a wide range of re-
sources for their meetings 
and a very special worship 
space; simple curved white 
walls, polished circular 
benches and some very effec-
tive lighting.  As well as the 
shop and café staff there is a 
team of friends on hand to 
provide a welcoming Quaker 
presence.  It is hoped that 
Friends visiting London will 
make this centre their own.  
It’s well worth a visit. 

 

At the opening the architects 
talked of how they had tried 
to incorporate Quaker prin-
ciples into their planning, 
using materials from sustain-
able sources, remembering 
our testimony to simplicity 
in the design and taking on 
board the many and varied 
contributions to the vision of 
the Quaker session.  The 
work was completed ‘on 
budget’ and three weeks 
early. 

Back to the business of Suf-
ferings, that included a re-
port from the clerk of Fi-
nance and Property.   This 
was not unlike the report we 
recently had from our treas-
urer.  Income, both invest-
ment income and donations 
and legacies, was signifi-
cantly down.  Through pru-
dent stewardship no redun-
dancies are necessary, 
though vacancies at Friends 
House are generally not be-
ing filled, with a consequent 
effect on what work can still 
be done. 

 

Major projects like the refur-
bishment of the main meet-
ing hall, to make it more 
attractive to outside organi-
sations for conferences, have 
had to be put on hold, with 
longer term implications for 
income from lettings.  For 
all of us, there are difficult 
questions to ask ourselves 
about what our responsibili-
ties are.  Not easy under 
these difficult financial cir-
cumstances when there are 
so many calls on what for 
many of us are seriously de-
pleted finances. 

The other major item of 
business concerned the 
Guardian campaign for peo-
ple to pledge to significantly 
reduce their carbon footprint 
before the international con-
ference on climate change in 
December.   Many local and 
area meetings have joined 
the campaign and Meeting 
for Sufferings encouraged 
this, while looking at the 
best way forward for Britain 
Yearly Meeting as a whole to 
engage with the initiative. 

 

As one of the representatives 
from Staffordshire Area 
Meetings to Meeting for 
Sufferings, I am anxious that 
friends in Staffordshire have 
the appropriate links with 
Sufferings.  I would be happy 
to come to any local meeting 
to talk about the work of 
Sufferings and to answer any 
questions you may have. (If I 
can, and if I can’t I’m pretty 
certain I know a man – or 
woman – who could.)   

 

 I love going to Meetings to 
Sufferings and thank you for 
the privilege of being there.  
We are not Quakers in iso-
lated worshipping communi-
ties but part of a wonderful, 
rich varied body.  If we 
chose to access it.  Meeting 
for Sufferings for all its diffi-
culties is one of the places 
where this is manifest. 

  

 Shelagh Robinson, Stone 

SUFFERINGS : NEW CENTRE AND A RICHLY VARIED COMMUNITY 

THE PRIVILEGE 

OF BEING A 

REPRESENTATIVE 

ON MEETING 

FOR SUFFERINGS 
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Worship space in the new 
Quaker Centre at Friends 



Last year’s Quaker Prison 
Chaplains conference was 
held at Hinsley Hall, a 
Catholic conference centre 
in Leeds.   

 

The theme was ‘Dealing 
with Loss’.  To explain this I 
can do no better than quote 
from the invitation to QPCs 
– ‘Loss affects everyone who 
goes to prison. Loss of family 
contacts, liberty, job, possi-
bly housing, etc.   Bereave-
ment whilst in prison is es-
pecially hard.  Prisoners may 
not have strong social struc-
tures to support them, or 
may not be able to attend a 
funeral or have contact with 
other mourners.  Chaplains 
are often asked to break bad 
news and to help prisoners 
deal with their loss.’ 

 

The conference started after 
the Friday evening meal with 
a period of silence, when 
Friends were asked to give 
thanks for the lives of Dennis 
Gripton and another QPC 
who had died since we last 
met.   After that there was a 
go-round introduction ses-
sion, where we learnt peo-
ple’s names, the establish-
ments they worked in and 
the one thing that had given 
them hope that year. 

 

The next morning was given 
over to our speakers.  The 
first was Marjorie East, a 
Salvation Army Chaplain in 
HMP Reading and a bereave-
ment counsellor.  She was 
with us for the weekend so 
we had ample opportunity to 
discuss our problems and get 
help in solving them. 

 Marion Wilson, a CRUSE 
counsellor from Selby, was 
our second speaker.  For 
part of her MA she had done 
research at HMP Everthorpe 
into Group Bereavement 
Counselling and still runs a 
bereavement group there.   
She reported on her findings.   
She gave us all an exercise to 
do, splitting us into groups 
to think what our responses 
would be to the death of 
various individuals e.g. fa-
vourite aunt or uncle, civil 
partner, a child, a violent 
death of someone close, etc.   
She asked us to try and put 
ourselves into the prisoner’s 
place and think what our 
feelings would be. 

 

In the afternoon there were 
workshops to choose from, 
and Grace and I went to dif-
ferent ones.  I helped with a 
session for new chaplains 
where they could share their 
worries or queries with the 
members of the QPC group.  
There was the usual frustra-
tion with prison and Depart-
ment of Justice bureaucracy, 
and security matters which 
take so long.   There was 
also the question on how to 
find one’s niche in the Chap-
laincy team and in the worst 
cases show to win round a 
hostile co-ordinating chap-
lain.   There was a concern 
as to how the role of Quaker 
Chaplain was perceived by 
our own Meetings, one 
shared by the QPC Group.   
The second group was what 
as Quakers do we do when a 
prisoner asks us to pray with 
or for him.   If there is an 
evangelical flavour to the 
Christian side of the Chap-
laincy team this can be quite 

a challenge as our language is 
not that of the evangelical 
church, and how does one 
respond to the prisoner’s 
need without compromising 
one’s own belief.  We de-
cided there was no hard and 
fast rule, each incident had 
to be treated individually, 
but perhaps a brief silence 
and if necessary a simply 
worded ‘prayer’ would suf-
fice. 

 

The evening was left free for 
further conversation with 
each other, relaxing, or 
watching the film The Shaw-
shank Redemption. 

 

Sunday morning was given 
over to an Open Forum to 
discuss various matters that 
had arisen over the week-
end.  These included reports 
of the previous day’s work-
shops, new security meas-
ures about to be brought in, 
and the now perennial Meet-
ings and their dealings with 
ex-offenders.   The confer-
ence finished with Meeting 
for Worship followed by 
lunch. 

 

As with all these events one 
finds that besides the speak-
ers and workshops you gain 
as much by talking and shar-
ing experiences.  Meeting 
together like this helps to 
counteract the feeling of 
isolation from which Quaker 
Prison Chaplains can often 
suffer. 

 

Beatrice Lance, Uttoxeter 

Grace Jordan, Stone  

QUAKER PRISON CHAPLAINS MEET 

‘LOSS AFFECTS 

EVERYONE WHO 

GOES TO 

PRISON ’  
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Six weeks after a day confer-
ence in London, a follow-up 
weekend was held at Wood-
brooke from Friday 30 Oc-
tober to Sunday 1 Novem-
ber.  Over 90 people were 
present, including represen-
tatives from Area Meetings, 
QPSW and Woodbrooke, 
the workshop leaders, Turn-
ing the Tide facilitators and 
Jocelyn Bell Burnell, who 
chaired the London confer-
ence day. 

 

On Friday evening 
Jocelyn reminded us of what 
we had heard in London (see 
pp 10-11 of the October 
2009 edition of Staffordshire 
Quaker) and then we split 
into groups to discuss what 
we had gained from that day.  
Anne Wilkinson from 
QPSW reminded us that the 
purpose of the weekend was 
to plan for practical local 
work that Friends could ini-
tiate or be engaged in. 

 

On Saturday morning each 
participant was able to at-
tend two option groups out 
of a multiplicity of choices. 
This was an opportunity to 
hopefully be inspired by 
tried and tested examples of 
local action.  These included 
Community Supported Agri-
culture, local Community 
Businesses generally, Co-
operatives, LETS and other 
local Currency Schemes, 
thinking about the effects of 
our spending choices, the 
work of the Quaker Living 
Witness Project (Rob Hor-
ton is our Area Meeting 
rep), the Quaker-initiated 
Llanidloes Energy Solutions, 

Transition and Low Carbon 
Communities and the use of 
the Sustainable Communities 
Act 2007. 

 

For those not wanting an 
afternoon nap, there was 
opportunity to: 

1. interact with Geoff 
Garver, one of the au-
thors of ‘Right Relation-
ship: building a whole earth 
economy’ published by 
Quaker Institute for the 
Future. 

2. see a short video by Jo-
anna Macy, a scholar of 
Buddhism, general sys-
tems theory, and deep 
ecology.  Her view is that 
we are facing an ecologi-
cal, social and economic 
revolution, which she 
terms The Great Turning 
- a transition from an 
industrial growth to a life 
sustaining system.  Ini-
tially this will be holding 
actions to slow down the 
rate of destruction, fol-
lowed by patterns of or-
ganizing to bring about 
the necessary change and 
a shift in consciousness of 
our perception of reality 
to sustain the change. See  
http://joannamacy.net/t
hegreatturning.html 

3. watch other videos - The 
Power of Community: how 
Cuba survived Peak Oil (53 
mins), The Story of Stuff 
(20 mins) and the BBC’s 
A Farm for the Future 
(changing a farm over to 
permaculture – perma-
nent agriculture) which is 
now watchable online in 
five parts. 

Later on Saturday afternoon 
Turning the Tide facilita-
tors helped us through a 
process of identifying real, 
practical on-the-ground 
changes that could be made 
by, or in relation to, our-
selves and our local meet-
ings, including exploring our 
feelings.  Thanks to the feed-
back from Staffs Local Meet-
ings (thank you) I was able to 
give an accurate account of 
Staffordshire activity. 

 

We discussed how to engage 
with those not convinced 
about climate change.  It was 
felt that scaremongering can 
lead to adverse reactions and 
that people may make posi-
tive changes for reasons 
other than climate change, 
eg the current unsustainable 
economic system. 

 

Let us aim towards sustain-
able communities and walk 
the talk - action by example. 

 

Much of the information in 
this report is taken from the 
Woodbrooke Good Lives 
Project blog by Pam Lunn - 
http://woodbrookegoodlive
s.blogspot.com/2009/11/ze
ro-growth-economics-
follow-up-weekend.html - 
which gives greater detail 
and provides links to many 
of the projects, ideas and 
videos mentioned above. 

 

Paula Knight, Lichfield, Area 
Meeting Representative to 
the Zero Growth events 

ZERO GROWTH ECONOMICS :  MAKING IT HAPPEN 

‘LET US AIM 
TOWARDS 

SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES AND 
WALK THE TALK’  
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• Serving in local charity shops 

• Volunteer, Sudbury Museum 
of Childhood 

• Volunteer, ESOL classes 

• Old people’s lunch club 

• Swinfen Hall YOI 

• Churches Together in Lich-
field: Interfaith Forum, crimi-
nal justice group 

• Staffs Police Authority 

• Trustee, national housing 
association 

• Secretary, Staffs ME Sufferers 
Society 

• Climate change initiatives 

• Fairtrade, Lichfield 

• Trustee, local charity for 
relief of poverty 

• Fellow, Birmingham Univer-
sity Institute of Advanced 
Research in the Humanities 

• Bell ringing 

• President, Izaak Walton 
League of America, Izaak 
Walton Cottage Chapter  

• Trumpeter, local band 

• Squash 

• Trustee, Grayling Research 
Trust  

LICHFIELD 

It was suggested at Area Meeting 
that it would be of interest to 
know what groups F/friends are 
involved in outside the Society.  

• Friends of Wedgwood Me-
morial College 

• Stone Book Festival 

• Oxfam 

• Bradley Trust 

• Village Fêtes 

• School PTA 

• Homestart 

• Stone Stroke Club 

• Keele Writing Group 

• U3A groups:  Spiritual aware-
ness, philosophy, dancing, 
art, table tennis 

• Katherine House Volunteers 

• Stone Ramblers  

• W. I. 

• Local church coffee morn-
ing/prayer group 

• Women’s World Day of 
Prayer 

• MIND 

 

STONE 

• Volunteering, Oxfam  

• Sustainability Matters in Staf-
ford Borough 

• Transition Town Stafford 

• Transition Stone  

• STAG (Staffordshire Trans-
port Action group) 

• Stafford Green Drinks  

• ‘Young at Heart’ badminton 
group 

• Cheadle U3A ‘Spiritual 
Awareness’. Respectful lis-
tening in silence to each 
other’s theological viewpoint 
is key to this group’s success. 

• Stafford Prison Visits Tea Bar. 
A smiling face at the refresh-
ment counter brings a touch 
of warmth, especially for 
those visiting a relative or 
friend for the first time.  
Many prisons only have snack 
dispensing machines.  

• Letter-writing, Amnesty 
International.  

• Custody Visitor, Staffordshire 
Police Authority 

• Pastoral Visitor, Stafford 
Prison 

• Vice-chair, Stafford & District 
Historical and Civic Society 

• Mid-Staffordshire Horticul-
tural Society 

• Rugeley Folk Dance Society 

• South Staffordshire Research 
Ethics Committee 

• Volunteer, National Trust 

• Penkridge Parish Councillor 

STAFFORD 

rive at the refuge. 
 

The women who need the 
safety of the refuge often 
arrive late at night, having 
left an abusive situation in a 
crisis, and with very little in 
the way of belongings.  The 
idea of the bags is to provide 
them with a few basics to 
help them settle in to their 
new environment. 

Leek Meeting is involved in 
producing ‘Bags of Useful 
Things’ for The Women’s 
Refuge in Hanley.  Elizabeth 
Morris first came up with 
the idea of putting together 
small bags of useful items, 
such as toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, soap, shampoo, face 
flannel, pen, notebook etc 
that could be given out to 
the women as they first ar-

Over the years since then, 
several consignments of bags 
have been delivered, the 
latest being taken over to 
them just before Christmas. 
 

If anyone is interested in 
contributing items for the 
bags, please contact Linda 
Skellam 01538 384882/ 
Linda.skellam1@sky.com 

MORE THAN MEETING ON SUNDAYS 
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BAGS OF USEFUL THINGS 

• Woodcraft Folk 

• Macmillan Cancer Support 

• Chatterbox (tea & chat twice 
a week) 

• Birmingham Children’s Hos-
pital Foundation Trust 

• Stafford Interfaith Group 



InterFaith witness in Lich-
field has focussed more on 
common concerns for action 
than exploring beliefs and 
doctrines: this partly reflects 
our population, which lacks 
the diversity that character-
ises other towns and cities in 
the area. This past autumn, 
we have tried to reflect the 
shared concern for counter-
ing climate change expressed 
by world faiths, and our con-
tribution to Interfaith Week 
reflected this. 

 

Drawing on the city's com-
paratively new Speakers 
Corner, we decided to hold 
a speak-in between 11 am 
and 12.30 on Saturday 21 
November, on the theme of 
"A Matter of Life and Faith - 
Creation, Climate Change and 
Copenhagen". We judged it to 
have been successful, in 
terms of the numbers of peo-
ple who paused to see what 
was going on as they passed, 
and we are prepared to com-
mend this to others who may 
be considering a similar ven-
ture.  Our experience points 
to a number of practical con-
siderations. 

 

Location - choose a place 
where people will be passing 
- ours was on a pedestrian 
route to the Saturday mar-
ket. 

 

Speakers.  We found it hard 
to get people to commit 
themselves to coming to 
speak ahead of time. What 
worked was having a few 
speakers lined up to get 
started, with other knowl-
edgeable colleagues standing 
by; and an MC who encour-
aged audience participation. 
We secured a small grape-
fruit-sized globe which was 
passed to speakers ('holding 
the world in your hand') 
amongst the crowd, and then 
handed on to the next per-
son: this encouraged friendly 
participation and kept the 
function flowing. 

 

We are grateful to people of 
world faiths who came spe-
cially to Lichfield for the 
event, and contributed to 
the debate: their participa-
tion was important in a place 
where faiths other than 
Christianity are not com-
monly seen to be taking an 

W ITNESS ON LICHFIELD ’S STREETS 

‘TO REFLECT THE 

SHARED 

CONCERN FOR 

COUNTERING 

CLIMATE 

CHANGE 

EXPRESSED BY 

WORLD FAITHS ’  
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active part in civic life. 

Hold your audience! people 
will stop when there is a 
crowd observing an event, 
not when someone is speak-
ing to a handful of listeners. 
So make sure you have a 
core group of supporters 
ready to stand around and 
make space for newcomers. 

 

Fliers  We prepared simple 
fliers which were handed to 
passers-by and market shop-
pers, saying what was going 
on. (We have not been able 
to engage our local paper in 
InterFaith or climate change 
events, ahead of time or as 
news items.)  

 

Follow-up  We did not ask 
for any specific commitment 
from those who joined us - 
no petitions, addresses etc: 
should we have done so? 

 

Will we do it again? It is on 
our list of activities which 
worked, but we will need to 
have a theme which is rele-
vant to our audience in a 
Lichfield context. 

 

  

Anthony Wilson, for Lich-
field InterFaith Forum 



 

C L O S IN G  D A TE  F O R  NE XT  IS S U E :  M A Y  26  

 G A B I  AN D  R OG E R  OL D FI EL D  

8  M E N D I P  A V EN U E ,  S T A FF O RD ,  ST 1 7  0P G 

R O LD FI ELD @ B T OP EN W O R LD . CO M ♣  

 

AREA MEETING CALENDAR 2010 

I resolve to have none this year 

To avoid disappointment 

With myself, when I can’t keep them 

But then they creep in 

These non-resolutions and keep reminding me 

So much stronger than the real thing … 

I remember not to have any on a daily basis 

Hourly even and mull over the reasons why not 

But it’s mid January now 

And I’ve kept the non-resolutions in my mind 

And maybe, at last, they’ll go away. 
 

Janet Mason, Stone. 

New Year beginnings, here we go again 

Full of hope and anticipation 

A fresh start, a clean slate 
 

Snowdrops lift their tiny heads 

Waiting for the winter to flower 

Cheeky little robins squabble over the same pile of food 

Happy days with the promise of a warm summer 
 

Work  less, play more! 

Get off that couch and go to the gym 

While there’s still space on that calendar 

And I’m still in control. 
 

A communal poem from Stoke-on-Trent Gospel Choir, 
contributed by Janet Mason, Stone 

NOT ALL PORRIDGE & SILENCE :  NEW YEAR HOPES ,  RECIPE & FUN  

Lichfield Meeting is clerking.  They 
envisage host meetings offering cof-
fee/tea from 10.30 a.m., with busi-
ness at 11 a.m. following a period of 
worship; lunc h 12.30 - 1.30 p.m.; 
worship 1.30 - 2.00 p.m., followed 
by the chosen theme, with tea at 4.00 
p.m. Agenda items for Area Meeting 
should be sent to Anthony Wilson. 

A man worked all his life and was a miser with his 
money. Just before he died he said to his wife 
‘When I die, put my money in the casket.  I want 
it in the afterlife.'   His wife promised  she would.  
Well, he died.  He was stretched in the casket and 
his wife sat there with a friend.  Before the under-
takers closed the casket the wife said ‘Wait!' and 
put in a metal box.  The undertakers locked the 
casket and rolled it away.  Her friend said ‘I know 
you weren’t foolish enough to put all that money 
in with your husband.'  The wife replied ‘I'm a 
Christian.  I promised I would.'   ‘You mean you 
did put it in?!'  ‘Yes,' said the wife, ‘I got it all 
together, put it in my account, and wrote him a 
cheque.   If he can cash it, he can spend it.' 

From Gayle Yeomans, Stafford  

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS 

NEW YEAR BEGINNINGS 

THE OBEDIENT WIFE 

150 g plain chocolate (fairtrade!) 

150 g digestive biscuits  

50 g mixed nuts - chopped  

150 g assorted dried fruits chopped (apricots rai-
sins) 

150 g butter/margarine 

2 eggs - beaten 

Melt chocolate & butter (don’t allow to get too 
hot). Crush biscuits. Put in bowl with dried fruit & 
nuts.  Add egg & stir thoroughly. Add chocolate & 
mix well.  Turn into 8 in flan case (or greased 9-6 
in tin) & refrigerate for 2 hours. Cut into narrow 
wedges & serve with cream.                            

Jill Page, Lichfield 

CHOCOLATE FUDGE DELIGHT  

A participant in 
‘The Wave’,     
5 December. 

The topics (for the afternoon sessions), are the responsibility of the host meeting. 

13 February, Stafford, ZERO GROWTH 
13 March, Uttoxeter, WHAT CANST THOU SAY? WOULD GEORGE 
     FOX RECOGNISE QUAKERISM TODAY?                             
8 May, Stoke, GAZA CONVOY 
10 July, Leek, THE CONVINCEMENT OF MARY LUCAS 
11 September, Wolverhampton, A.M. TRUSTEESHIP 
  9 October, Stone, ?OUTREACH 
11 December, Lichfield, ? 


