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from my generation to our 
children’s.’ 

Another praised Greta 
Thunberg: ‘Her actions 
show that it does not mat-
ter how small you are. You 
can make a difference.’ 

After the ceremony was 

over Hannah Phillips (5) 

said: ‘If they chop down 

more trees we won’t be 

able to breathe properly.’   

Her sister Louisa (11) said: 

‘The adults need to realise 

that we children need to 

help decide what is im-

portant and where we need 

to take action; it’s our fu-

ture, and we’ve decided 

that action on climate 

change is vitally im-

portant.’ 

Grandchildren of members 
of Stafford Meeting were 
in the forefront during an 
event in the Meeting 
House garden in February.   
The adults had decided to 
plant a tree as a token of 
the way they had been in-
spired by the schoolchil-
dren and young people 
around the world who had 
missed school on one day 
in that month in order to 
demand that adults take the 
climate crisis seriously.  
The crab-apple tree will 
not only play its small part 
in soaking up greenhouse 
gases but also provide food 
and attract wildlife. 

Rosa Cleary (9) was de-
lighted: ‘Who would have 
thought planting trees was 

fun,’ she said, ‘and trees 
are good for the environ-
ment.’  

One Friend told the gath-
ering: ‘I want to say sorry 

QUAKERS WITH GRETA 

GRETA THUNBERG AT FRIENDS HOUSE 

When Greta Thunberg 
came to London in April 
Friends House hosted her 
speech to a packed audi-
ence. 

Afterwards, reflecting on a 
week which had seen rec-
ord numbers of climate 
activists arrested, including 
Quakers, for their part in 
direct action, Paul Parker, 
Recording Clerk of Quak-
ers in Britain, said:  

‘We uphold all those in the 
climate movement who are 
impelled by conscience to 
break the law to avert this 
disaster. We recognise the 
urgent need for people of 
all faiths and none to stand 
up for climate justice and 
urgent action.  

‘We do not own the 
world, and its riches are 
not ours to dispose of at 
will. Quakers in Britain are 

committed to becoming a 
low-carbon, sustainable 
community.’ 
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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN OUR MEETINGS 

Rejoice in the presence of children and young people in your meeting and recognise the 
gifts they bring. Remember that the meeting as a whole shares a responsibility for every 
child in its care. Seek for them as for yourself a full development of God’s gifts and the 

abundant life Jesus tells us can be ours. How do you share your deepest beliefs with them, 
while leaving them free to develop as the spirit of God may lead them? Do you invite 

them to share their insights with you? Are you ready both to learn from them and to ac-
cept your responsibilities towards them?  

Advices and Queries 19 

are ethical and genuine. 

There are a number of 

charities that do offer 

Gap Years, and are com-

mitted to volunteering 

ethics. Gapadvice has a 

section on ethical consid-

erations to think about 

when thinking about your 

Gap Year. 

  

VSO ICS is a government 

funded programme run 

by Voluntary Service 

Overseas an international 

volunteering charity (18-

25). 

 

Lattitude Global Volun-

teering is an international 

youth development chari-

ty (17-25 year olds). 

 

BUNAC Working Adven-

tures Worldwide pro-

vides ethical, low-cost 

Looking to do a gap year? 

There is a lot on offer; to 

help you work your way 

through this there are 

some useful websites 

that can give you infor-

mation on making your 

decision.  

  

Gapadvice.org and The 

Mix  both provide inde-

pendent advice.            

 

One thing to consider, 

when looking at volun-

teering is whether the 

company is ethical, and 

makes a genuine differ-

ence to the community 

it's placing you in.  Not all 

"volunteer" organisations 

volunteering pro-

grammes in Africa, Asia 

and the Americas. 

 

Volunteering Matters 

offers a range of volun-

teering projects in the 

UK. They offer gap year 

placements from 6 

months to a year 

(including free accommo-

dation and day to day 

expenses) as well as short 

term opportunities work-

ing on historic buildings 

or doing environmental 

work. 

 

Being a Friend in Resi-

dence gives you an op-

portunity to contribute to 

a Quaker community. For 

more information see 

Woodbrooke Friends in 

Residence, Birmingham.   

 

ARE OUR YOUNG FRIENDS AWARE OF                  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOLUNTEERING? 

Win Sutton (Wolverhampton 

Local Meeting) hopes we 

will make Young Friends 

aware of opportunities like 

these, taken from 

www.quaker.org.uk 

http://www.gapadvice.org/index.php/young-people/consider-it/ethical-considerations
http://www.gapadvice.org/index.php/young-people/consider-it/ethical-considerations
http://www.vso.org.uk/volunteer/opportunities/vso-ics-for-18-25-year-olds
http://www.lattitude.org.uk/
http://www.lattitude.org.uk/
http://www.bunac.org/uk/volunteer
http://www.bunac.org/uk/volunteer
http://www.gapadvice.org/index.php/young-people
http://www.themix.org.uk/work-and-study/gap-years-work-and-study-abroad
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/pages/friends-in-residence.html
https://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/pages/friends-in-residence.html
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In February Uttoxeter 
Friends held their annual 
Coffee Morning to celebrate 
Fairtrade Fortnight, this year 
raising money for the Mid-
lands Air Ambulance.  
This year, though, the day 
was also the launching of a 
close link between the Meet-
ing and Uttoxeter’s new 
EcoCentre.   
 
The EcoCentre recycles ma-
terials which we aren’t able 
to put in our council recy-
cling bins, such as black plas-
tic food containers and 
toothpaste tubes.  As the 
Centre is a couple of miles 
out of the town centre, we 
were concerned that people 
without transport, or those 
trying not to use their cars, 
would not be able to get to 
the Centre easily.  We have 
therefore arranged that we 
will collect crisp packets, 

biscuit wrappers and dried 
pet food pouches from the 
public and take them in bulk 
to the Centre.   
 
People are invited to bring 
these items along each 
Wednesday between 
10.30am and 2.00pm when 
the Peace Garden is open to 
the public.   

For Friends interested in 
learning more, Kate 
Copeland, Director of Globe 
Foundation and instigator of 
the EcoCentre, will be our 
guest speaker when Uttoxe-
ter hosts the Area Meeting 
on 13 July.  
 
Cath Hayes 
Uttoxeter Local Meeting 

UTTOXETER MEETING :  A LINK WITH THE LOCAL ECOCENTRE 

In the picture Malachy and 
Rosa Cleary, and Hannah 
and Louisa Phillips, are hold-
ing Stafford’s crab-apple tree 
in place (see p 1) 

The tree-planting has in-
spired further action.  Now a 
whole wildlife garden is be-
ing planned.  

STAFFORD MEETING :  A WILDLIFE GARDEN 

Bob Taylor putting the first items in the recycling bins at the 
Meeting House.  

 

G IVING OUR CHILDREN A FUTURE 

BEES AND COMPOST IN WOLVERHAMPTON 

 
John Nicholls of Wolver-
hampton Local Meeting  is 
working  to promote biodi-
versity  by putting compost 
from household waste in a 

He also wants to acquire a 
bee-hive with a variety 
particularly suitable for 
pollinating.  Advice from 
Friends welcome! 

trough and terrace to en-
courage a wider variety of 
plants, both in his garden 
and at Heritage Conserved at 
Llanrhaeadar-ym-Mochnant. 

TRY TO LIVE 

SIMPLY . A SIMPLE 

LIFESTYLE FREELY 

CHOSEN IS A 

SOURCE OF 

STRENGTH .  

 

ADVICES AND 

QUERIES 41 



Evelyn Schmitz-Hertzberg has 
sent from Canada this account 
of the remarkable life of her 
mother, Kathleen Schmitz-
Hertzberg nee Brookhouse 

(1916 – 2019).  Kathleen 
once lived in Stafford and was 
married at Stafford Meeting 
House.  She died earlier this 

year in Ontario. 

finding homes for London 
evacuees and, through the 
British Home Office, as a 
social worker settling refu-
gees, mainly German Jews, 
in North Wales from 1943 
to 1945. After the war she 
worked again at the Germa-
ny Desk in London (1945-
47) with Fred Tritton and 
Richard Ullmann. Her Ger-
man knowledge was useful, 
and in 1947 she accompanied 
Fred Tritton to Germany for 
Meeting for Sufferings. They 
attended German Yearly 
Meeting, and visited Nurem-
berg, where the trials were 
being held. Kathleen trav-
elled again in Germany with 
William R. Hughes to visit 
Quaker groups.  In 1948 - 
1949 she was appointed by 
the British Friends Service 
Council under the Quaker 
Relief Service to work with 
German youth in Berlin.  

In May 1949 Fritz returned 
to Germany after nearly five 
years as a POW in Russia. 
The couple were reunited 
and married under the care 
of Stafford Meeting. Fritz 
then finished his medical 
studies in Germany, where 
their first child, Evelyn, was 
born in 1950. The family 
emigrated to Toronto in 
1951. Kathleen gained a 
position with Canadian 
Friends Service Committee, 
while Fritz got his Canadian 
medical qualifications. He 
took up a position in Ontario 
as a family physician. They 
had two more children. 
They became active mem-
bers of Toronto Monthly 
Meeting (TMM) and Canadi-
an Yearly Meeting (CYM).  

Kathleen always had a lead-

ing to do service work and 
was active in the local com-
munity on the Social Plan-
ning Council, in the Red 
Cross and in Community 
Care. She continued her 
involvement with TMM and 
CYM (attending 1953 – 
2009) and CFSC. She gave 
the Sunderland P. Gardiner 
Lecture at CYM in 2002 
titled: Doing the Work: Find-
ing the Meaning (Canadian 
Quaker Pamphlet Series No. 
56).   She was Chairman of 
CFSC during the Vietnam 
War (Friends & the Vietnam 
War  https://pendlehill.org/
product/friends-vietnam-
war-papers-presentations-
gathering-recollection-
reappraisal-looking-ahead/).  
She was involved with 
Friends World Committee 
for Consultation, FWCC in  
North Carolina 1967 and 
Australia 1973. She did ecu-
menical work and was a del-
egate to the Canadian Coun-
cil of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches 
and attended FWCC Sixth 
Assembly 1983 in Vancou-
ver. She recognised that doc-
umenting Quaker history is 
important and was co-
founder of the Canadian 
Friends Historical Associa-
tion.   

After Fritz’s death in 1993, 
she translated an account of 
his time as a POW, The 
Night is Full of Stars, 
www.amazon.ca/Night-Full
-Stars-Physician-1945-1949/
dp/1850723974. She then 
worked on her memoirs: 
From My Demi-Paradise: Mem-
oirs www.blurb.ca/
b/3743889-from-my-demi-
paradise-memoirs.  

FROM KASSEL TO STAFFORD TO ONTARIO :                                                      

TWO REMARKABLE QUAKER LIVES 

SHE HELPED 

JEWISH FAMILIES 

ESCAPE FROM 

THE NAZI 

REGIME .  
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She was born near Preston in 
Lancashire.  Her parents 
moved to Stafford (her fa-
ther worked at English Elec-
tric) and were members of 
Stafford Meeting.  Kathleen 
herself became a convinced 
Friend at 19, joined Stafford 
Meeting, and attended 
Woodbrooke College in 
1937 and 1938.  

She travelled in Germany in 
1938-39 under the auspices 
of Friends, attended German 
Yearly Meeting and visited 
German Quakers. She 
helped Jewish families escape 
from the Nazi regime. She 
also met a German medical 
student, Friedrich Schmitz-
Hertzberg, in Kassel. They 
became engaged in 1939 and 
Fritz visited England. He had 
to return to Germany and 
the war separated them for 
ten years. Her report of her 
time in Germany for Wood-
brooke College has been 
printed in the Canadian 
Quaker History Journal: 
www.cfha.info/
journal74ToC.pdf. 

During the war she worked 
on the Quaker Germany 
Emergency Committee, in 
the Friends Ambulance Unit 
during the blitz of London, 
in the Quaker Friends War 
Victims Relief Committee 

Marriage at Stafford              
Meeting House 

https://pendlehill.org/product/friends-vietnam-war-papers-presentations-gathering-recollection-reappraisal-looking-ahead/
https://pendlehill.org/product/friends-vietnam-war-papers-presentations-gathering-recollection-reappraisal-looking-ahead/
https://pendlehill.org/product/friends-vietnam-war-papers-presentations-gathering-recollection-reappraisal-looking-ahead/
https://pendlehill.org/product/friends-vietnam-war-papers-presentations-gathering-recollection-reappraisal-looking-ahead/
https://pendlehill.org/product/friends-vietnam-war-papers-presentations-gathering-recollection-reappraisal-looking-ahead/
http://www.amazon.ca/Night-Full-Stars-Physician-1945-1949/dp/1850723974
http://www.amazon.ca/Night-Full-Stars-Physician-1945-1949/dp/1850723974
http://www.amazon.ca/Night-Full-Stars-Physician-1945-1949/dp/1850723974
http://www.blurb.ca/b/3743889-from-my-demi-paradise-memoirs
http://www.blurb.ca/b/3743889-from-my-demi-paradise-memoirs
http://www.blurb.ca/b/3743889-from-my-demi-paradise-memoirs
http://www.cfha.info/journal74ToC.pdf
http://www.cfha.info/journal74ToC.pdf


 

 

‘You have to work hard to see things  from 

a child’s point of view.’                                        

Quaker and children’s TV producer Anne 

Wood, interviewed for ‘The Friend’ 
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It is still not too late to act. It will take a far

-reaching vision, it will take courage, it will 

take fierce, fierce determination to act 

now, to lay the foundations where we may 

not know all the details about how to 

shape the ceiling. In other words, it will 

take cathedral thinking. I ask you to please 

wake up and make the changes required 

possible.                                 Greta Thunberg 

 

Let there be peace in the heavens, the 

Earth, the atmosphere, the water, the 

herbs, the vegetation, among the divine 

beings and in Brahman, the absolute reali-

ty. Let everything be at peace and in 

peace. Only then will we find peace. 

                                                   Atharva Veda 

 

O children of Adam, eat and drink, but do 

not be wasteful. Allah does not like prodi-

gals!                                               Quran 7:31 

 

Justice, justice shall you pursue, so that you 

may live and take hold of the land that the 

Lord your God is about to give you. 

                              Deuteronomy 16:20 NJPS 

 

The leaves of the trees are for the healing 

of the nations.                      Revelation 22:3 

‘ IT WILL TAKE CATHEDRAL 

THINKING ’ :  GREEN FAITH IN THE 

FUTURE 

QUIBBLES 
 

You believe in the love of God. 

I believe in love as best I can. 

We both believe in love. 

Let’s not get heated. 
 

Your favoured trio of virtues are faith, hope and charity. 

Mine – kindness, forgiveness and gratitude. 

We both aspire to live good lives. 

What’s there to bicker about? 
 

You yearn for firm ground to stand upon. 

I look to go surefooted in whatever terrain I find myself. 

We are both obliged to cut a deal with uncertainty. 

Let us agree on that. 
 

In meeting you wait in silence on the Deity. 

I wait in silence for whatever eventuates. 

We both wait in silence. 

Why not just sit and listen to what silence has to say? 
 

But you believe in eternal life. 

And I don’t believe in eternal life. 

Let’s not even discuss the matter. 

All to soon we will find out or we won’t find out. 

As the case may be. 
 

John Anderton, who wrote this, died recently.                             
He is a cousin of Juliet Metcalf of Lichfield Meeting.                

‘TAKE TIME TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE ’S EXPERIENCES OF THE LIGHT ’ 

 

In film shown in David Atten-
borough’s ‘Climate Change: 

The Facts’ an orangutan tries 
to fight off an excavator 

which is destroying his forest 
home, the result of soaring 

demand for palm oil. 

WHAT DO CHILDREN SAY? 

OTHER SPECIES ’ EXPERIENCES 



When did you last listen to 
the daily life experiences of a 
Bethlehem Christian living 
under a zionist apartheid 

military occupation? Unique-
ly, such an opportunity pre-
sents itself at Trinity 
Church, Leek, on Wednes-
day 7 August. Professor 
MAZIN QUMSIYEH from 
the university of Bethlehem 
will be speaking at the public 
meeting hosted jointly by 
Leek’s Trinity Church and 
Leek’s Branch of the Pales-
tine Solidarity Campaign 

 

What is it like being a Chris-
tian in Bethlehem? A stone’s 
throw from Jerusalem, the 
holy city for Jews, Moslems 
and Christians, in the heart 
of the Holy Land, Palestine? 
A stone’s throw that takes an 
hour to travel along the 
winding road because the 
stone’s throw is blocked by a 
nine meter high concrete 
wall, with frequent watch-
towers sporting guns point-
ing through narrow windows 
atop the towers. One thing 
is for sure: it is vastly differ-
ent from being a Christian in 
your city, town or village in 
the UK. Similarly, despite 
varying levels of Islamapho-
bia some Moslems in this 

country experience, their 
life is vastly different from 
life for Moslems in Palestine. 
Another thing for sure is that 
if you throw a stone you risk 
being overcome by tear gas 
at best and shot dead at 
worst. 

 

Henry Ford may have infa-
mously dismissed history as 
bunkum but without even a 
modicum of historical 
knowledge it is impossible to 
understand the Palestine-
Israel conflict. Furthermore, 
you would have little chance 
of understanding the differ-
ence between anti-semitism 
and anti-zionism. Equally 
important is a modicum of 
understanding of the political 
ideas and their ideological 
underpinnings. 

 

One of the main features of 
the 19th century was the rise 
and spread of nationalism 
and near the end of that cen-
tury emerged a Jew in the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
who at the age of 36 pub-

lished a slim volume enti-
tled: Der Judenstaat. Thus was 
born, not only the idea, the 
fantasy, but the campaigning 
reality for the establishment 
of a Jewish State: Eretz Israel 
– the Land of Israel. The-
odor Hertzl, the author and 
campaigning politician im-
mediately set about estab-
lishing the foundations for 
the realisation of his vision 
and convened the 1st Zionist 
Congress the following year, 
1897, in Basle. The Con-
gress established the Zionist 
Organisation, designed to be 
the supreme decision making 
body of world-wide Jewry. 

 

Remarkably, imperial Britain 
dealt a highly significant hand 
for the realisation of Eretz 
Israel, which is at best a 
vaguely defined concept and 
so when it comes to estab-
lishing borders for such a 
country not surprisingly that 
has been an added problem. 

 

On 4 November 1917 the 
British Foreign Secretary, 

A RARE EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU IN LEEK ON 7 AUGUST 

TRINITY 

CHURCH , LEEK , 

ON WEDNESDAY 

7 AUGUST . 

PROFESSOR 

MAZIN 

QUMSIYEH  
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Mazin Qumsiyeh  



Arthur Balfour, penned a 
brief but historically famous 
or infamous letter, depend-
ing upon your ideological 
position, to Lord Rothschild, 
a leading member of British 
Jewry:  

Dear Lord Rothschild, 

I have much please in conveying 
to you, on behalf of His Majes-
ty’s Government, the following 
declaration of sympathy with 
Jewish Zionist aspirations which 
have been submitted to, and 
approved by, the Cabinet. 

“His Majesty’s Government view 
with favour the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people, and will use 
their best endeavours to facili-
tate the achievement of this 
object, it being clearly under-
stood that nothing shall be done 
which may prejudice the civil 
and religious rights of the exist-
ing non-Jewish communities in 
Palestine, or the rights and po-
litical status enjoyed by Jews in 
any other country.”  

I should be grateful if you would 
bring this declaration to the 
knowledge of the Zionist Federa-
tion. 

Yours,  

Arthur Balfour.     

Note that the First World 
War is still consuming tens 
of thousands of lives at that 
time and Britain hasn’t yet 
acquired dominion over the 
Arabs’ Lands, which Law-
rence of Arabia understood 
had been promised self-
determination! 

 

Not surprisingly, the ensuing 

decades were and continue 
to be marked by conflict and 
bloodshed. The UN has 
passed several Resolutions 
condemning Israel’s aggres-
sion and military control of 
all of what is left of Palestine 
for the Palestinians, namely 
the Gaza Strip, East Jerusa-
lem and the ever shrinking 
West Bank, now confetti-
like sprinkled with Jewish 
only ghettoes, connected by 
Jewish-only roads, accom-
modating some three quar-
ters of a million Jews gath-
ered from all over the 
world, and all this of course 
on ‘the other side’ of the 

Separation Wall, so what 
purpose does the Wall now 
really serve apart from in-
convenience and humiliation 
for the Palestinians? Long 
queues through narrow met-
al cage-like corridors have to 
be negotiated if your work 
place is on the other side of 
the wall. If the Israeli guards 
choose to process people 
slowly the wait in boiling 
sunshine may take several 
hours. People lose their jobs 
for being late for work. Sev-
eral people have died be-
cause they were prevented 
from reaching hospital for 

emergency treatment in 
time. 

 

And on and sickeningly on 
the humiliating and degrad-
ing treatment of the Palestin-
ians is meted out by mem-
bers of the Israeli Defence 
Force.  

 

One of the increasingly suc-
cessful strategies designed to 
bring change to Israel was 
initiated by the Palestinians, 
namely BDS: Boycott, Di-
vestment, Sanctions. At its 
minimum level it calls for 

people to boycott anything 
to do with Jewish Settle-
ments in the West Bank and 
to campaign for companies, 
such as banks and JCB to 
divest their financial interests 
and to impose sanctions on 
interaction. At its main level 
BDS is applied to Israel itself 
for two reasons: first because 
it is Israel through its mili-
tary occupation which en-
courages the growth of Jew-
ish only settlements on more 
and more of Palestine and 
second because the Palestini-
ans in Israel itself are denied 
equal citizenship and only 

A RARE EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU IN LEEK (CONTINUED) 

ONE OF THE 

INCREASINGLY 

SUCCESSFUL 

STRATEGIES 

DESIGNED TO 

BRING CHANGE TO 

ISRAEL WAS 

INITIATED BY THE 

PALESTINIANS ,  

NAMELY BDS: 

BOYCOTT ,  

D IVESTMENT ,  

SANCTIONS 

PAGE 7 SUMMER 2019 



MAZIN 

QUMSIYEH IS AN 

INSPIRATIONAL 

ACADEMIC , 

CAMPAIGNER 

AND 

COMMUNICATOR 
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last year the Knesset passed 
the law which finally en-
shrines the reality that Israel 
is a Jewish state. 

 

Interestingly, the BDS cam-
paign is having an increasing 
effect on Israel. Although 
Israel indulges in ethnic 
cleansing, denies Palestinians 
their name by referring to 
them as just Arabs, and con-
tinues to dispossess them of 
their property whenever 
they wish, the Jewish state 
still claims to be ‘the only 
democracy in the Middle 
East’! Israel spends consider-
able sums of money on prop-
aganda specifically aimed at 
undermining the increasing 
effectiveness of BDS. As 
recently as 17 May, the an-
nual delegation of Israeli 
officials meeting with offi-
cials of the German govern-
ment led to the Bundestag 
equating BDS with anti-

semitism and thus according 
Germany the doubtful acco-
lade of being the first, and so 
far, only country in the 
world to make support of 
BDS illegal! Which country 
will be targeted next? 

 

The cruel irony is, that Jews 
from wherever they may be 
in the world have the 
RIGHT to take up residence 

in Eretz Israel, so as far as the 
zionists are concerned that’s 
everywhere between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the 

river Jordan while indige-
nous Palestinians have more 
and more of their land stolen 
by the Jewish State and if 
their house happens to be in 
the way of a new or expand-
ing Jewish settlement, it is 
demolished. If it’s in a part 
of Jerusalem or some other 
city which is being more 
widely Judaized it is simply 
confiscated.  

 

But, as I am sure Mazin 
Qumsiyeh will show, there 
is hope. He is a an inspira-
tional academic, campaigner 
and communicator and trav-
els tirelessly seeking to en-
large his network of contacts 
for the university of Bethle-
hem and to spread the reality 
of life for Palestinians in Pal-
estine. 

 

Peter Kent-Baguley                     
Leek Local Meeting 

A RARE EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU IN LEEK (CONTINUED) 

Palestine Museum of Natural History and ecological botanical gar-
dens at Bethlehem University, established in 2014 

MAZIN QUMSIYEH :    

AT THE HEART OF EDUCATION ON CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT IN PALESTINE 

A  major aim of the Palestine 
Museum of Natural History 
is to enable children and 
young people to learn about 
the natural history of Pales-
tine and about wider global 
issues.   

Mazin Qumsiyeh  used  his 
own resources to set up the 
Museum when he returned 
to Palestine after working 
for several years in the Unit-
ed States. 
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During Opening Worship 
Advices and Queries 37 and 
38 were read as well as a 
quote from George Fox in 
1656: ‘Be patterns, be ex-
amples in all countries, plac-
es, islands, nations, wherev-
er you come, that your car-
riage and life may be 
preached among all sorts of 
people, and to them; then 
you will come to walk cheer-
fully over the world, an-
swering that of God in eve-
ryone.’  

This seemed a perfect intro-
duction and answer to the 
first and main item on the 
agenda – The Post-Truth 
World – a minute sent to 
Meeting for Sufferings last 
year by Southern Marches 
AM. It seems it has always 
been a post-truth world, 
because even early Quakers 
were troubled by a lack of 
truth in the world. In our 
times social media send un-
truths around the world in 
seconds. However, they also 
send truth.  

AMs had been asked to con-

sider their own personal and 
local responses to post-truth. 
42 AMs responded. The 
Joseph Rowntree Charitable 
Trust sent a list of civil socie-
ty groups engaged with these 
issues in different ways. 

A minute has been received 
regarding Quaker deaths 
during the First World War. 
Gethin Evans from Meeting 
of Friends in Wales spoke 
movingly about Quaker 
deaths not being acknowl-
edged. There were 216 
combatants, 16 conscien-
tious objectors, 33 members 

MEETING FOR SUFFERINGS IN FEBRUARY 

Friends from Staffordshire 
and three other Area Meet-
ings met for Meeting for 
Worship on a sunny Interna-
tional Conscientious Objec-
tors’ Day at the Quaker Ser-
vice Memorial at the Nation-
al Memorial Arboretum.   

 

A focal point was the white 
poppy wreath made of tex-
tile poppies from the Collat-
eral Damage exhibition 

which took place at Friends 
House in November.  The 
photos were brought by Ce-
lia Davies of East Cheshire 
Area Meeting.  They are of 
her grandfather and parents 
who were all conscientious 
objectors - grandfather in 
WW1 and parents in WW2.  

 

Helen Lockwood, Stone 
Local Meeting and Quaker 
Service Memorial Trust 

INTERNATIONAL CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS ’  DAY ,  MAY 15 

Rosemary Barnett (Stone 
Meeting) and Paula Knight 

(Lichfield Meeting).    

‘Be patterns …’ 
The Quaker testimonies 

of the Friends Ambulance 
Unit and 2 civilians.  

It has been requested that 
the names of all Quakers 
who were killed during the 
First World War be sent to 

Paul Parker, the Recording 
Clerk, so they can be record-
ed in the library at Friends 
House. 

Rosemary Barnett  

Stone Local Meeting and 
Staffordshire AM                
representative on                  
Meeting for Sufferings 
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38 Quakers from across the 
UK met at Hinsley Hall, 
Leeds at the end of February 
2019 for a conference to 
consider the 
‘Decriminalisation of 
Drugs’. Those present had 
considerable experience in 
criminal justice; magistrates, 
chaplains, prison visitors, 
restorative justice, rehabili-
tation, mental health, Circles 
of Support and accountabil-
ity, ex-offenders, Alterna-
tives to Violence in Prisons 
etc. 

The keynote speakers were; 
ALEX KENT, Professor in 
Criminal Justice at the Uni-
versity of Kent who has re-
cently completed a review of 
evidence on drug decrimi-
nalisation for the Irish Gov-
ernment; DANNY KUSH-
LIK, founder of ‘Transform 
Drug Policy Foundation’ and 
an internationally recognised 
commentator on drug policy 

issues; PETER MCCALL, 
the Police and Crime Com-
missioner for Cumbria de-
scribing innovative and effec-
tive work being carried out 
within the constraints of the 
current system. 

Barney Rosedale and Bill 
Yates wrote eloquently on 
this subject in the February 
8th edition of ‘The Friend’ 
high touched on every aspect 
of this contentious proposal. 

As it is with Quakers much 
discussion, silent considera-
tion and active workshops 
took place relating to 
thought provoking matters 
such as exploring an alterna-
tive prison framework by 
Melanie Jameson who is cur-
rently working with various 
groups from the Ministry of 
Justice Prison Reform Team. 
Teresa Parker, now the pro-
gramme manager for Crime, 

Community and Justice, 
considering ways to trans-
form the criminal justice 
system from being over reli-
ant on policing, prosecution 
and punishment; a reliance 
which is socially harmful, 
economically wasteful and 
which prevents tackling the 
complex problems our socie-
ty faces in a sustainable man-
ner. 

A Minute was agreed and it 
was suggested that delegates 
contact their local MP and 
Crime Commissioners to 
seek their views and respons-
es. A copy of this report has 
gone to Karen Bradley, MP 
for the Staffordshire Moor-
lands and Matthew Ellis, 
Police and Crime Commis-
sioner for Staffordshire, as 
well as to Friends House, 
London. Please do the same 
for your area if you are in 
agreement. 

It was exhausting but so 
worthwhile, both Peter 
Moore (Leek) and I felt priv-
ileged to have been present 
… the food was good too! 

Portugal legalised drugs sup-
plies a few years ago, if they 
can do it so can we? 

Maggie Hunt,                            
Leek Local Meeting 

WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT … DRUGS 

QUAKERS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 

If anyone in Staffordshire 
AM might be interested in 
becoming a prison visitor, 
then do get in touch one of 
the Quaker Chaplains or me 

– all contact details in "the 
yellow book". 
 
Peter Moore 
Leek Local Meeting 
 

THREE VIEWS INSIDE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11) 

• We should not be treating drug users as criminals but 
as people in need of care and support. 

• Criminalising people who use drugs leads to social 
exclusion of vulnerable people and groups. 

• Drug policing continues to be disproportionately 
targeted at minority ethnic communities. 

• We know that criminalisation is not only ineffective 
but also counter productive. 

residents visits. The lunch 
was pretty good too!   Our 
thanks to the NAOPV mem-
bers who organised the 
event. 
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I've been a prison visitor for 
almost two years now and 
recently went to the AGM of 
the National Association of 
Official Prison Visitors 
where we heard three talks. 
 
The first speaker was James 
Timpson, the Chief Execu-
tive of his family's business, 
and chair of the Prison Re-
form Trust. He outlined 
how the business works with 
"upside down management" 
and listening to and trusting 
the people who work in the 
shops. They pick people on 
personality as you can't easily 
change this whereas it's easy 
to train people in the skills 
required for the work. They 
only offer full time jobs. 
They take people who have 
been in prison and find that 
they are more loyal and hon-
est and work harder. Many 
have successfully taken more 
senior roles in the company. 
As to prison, he feels that 
sentences are too long lead-
ing people lose hope. He 
feels that Governors should 
be allowed to govern. 
 
Mary Vaughan is a leading 
member of Human Writes, 
an association which pro-
motes and co-ordinates let-
ter-writing to people on 
death row in the US. She 
said that the US is fifth in the 
world for the number of 
judicial killings although this 
is falling with the number of 
people killed in 1998 being 
50 and only 20 in 2018. It's 
very variable across the 
country as each state makes 
its own rules; there are 30 
states where the Death Pen-
alty is legal and 20 where it's 

illegal. There are five meth-
ods of judicial killing; lethal 
injection, hanging, electric 
chair, toxic gas and firing 
squad. 
 
People spend an average of 
15 years on death row and in 
2017 there were 2721 of 
whom 50 were women. 
Mary said that the death pen-
alty doesn't work as, in the 
states where it is legal, there 
is more crime. The condi-
tions people have to live in 
are "horrific"; the cells can 
be as small as 6 by 8 feet 
with bed, toilet and wash 
basin crammed in, visiting, 
where allowed, is non-
contact often through 4 inch-
es of plexiglass with a phone 
to speak to each other. 
 
Human Writes has 1400 
members in the UK, was 
founded in 2000 and is a non
-profit, non-campaigning 
humanitarian organisation 
simply for befriending peo-
ple on death row. She 
brought cards of artwork 
created by people there. 
Bearing in mind that they are 
not allowed art materials, 
the ingenuity of the human 
spirit flowers. The profit 
from the sale of cards all 
goes to the prisoners who 
even have to buy their own 
toilet paper. 
 
The last speaker was Jona-
than Aitken, former MP, 
prison resident and now 
Anglican Chaplain to HMP 
Pentonville. He offered 
three views; 
 

• The birds-eye view was the 
political one where spend-
ing on prisons has a very 

low priority in the govern-
ment mind. He felt that 
the cutting of the prison 
staffing by one third was 
absolutely disastrous alt-
hough this has now been 
recognised and staff num-
bers are increasing. 

 

• The worms-eye view was 
of his own time inside. He 
rapidly found the very low 
literacy level of his fellow 
residents and was able to 
support some of them by 
reading and writing letters. 
At one stage he saw a psy-
chiatrist who was appar-
ently unaware of his for-
mer status and asked the 
standard question: does 
anyone know you are in 
prison? Jonathan, thinking 
to make a joke of it, said 
yes, about 15-20 million 
people whereupon the 
psychiatrist began asking if 
he suffered from delusions! 

 

• The chaplain's view began 
by saying that being one 
was not on his life agenda 
at all. After he found his 
religious calling, he real-
ised that being a vicar was 
not for him but that being a 
prison chaplain was. 

 
He said that the big failure in 
the judicial system is how we 
support people after prison 
with 60% back inside within 
two years. 
 
Not on the formal agenda 
though a very important 
element of the AGM is the 
meeting of visitors from oth-
er prisons and sharing expe-
riences, hopefully, to en-
hance one's own and the 

THREE VIEWS INSIDE 

Continued  on page 10 
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...Tell Lloyd I have had 
thoughts of turning Quaker, 
and have been reading, or 
am rather just beginning to 
read, a most capital book.... 
William Penn's No Cross, No 
Crown. I like it immensely. 
Unluckily I went to one of 
his meetings, tell him, in St. 
John Street, yesterday, and 
saw a man under all the agi-
tations and workings of a 
fanatic, who believed himself 
under the influence of some 
"inevitable presence." This 
cured me of Quakerism. I 
love books of Penn and 
Woolman; but I detest the 
vanity of a man thinking he 
speaks by the Spirit, when 
what he says an ordinary 
man might say without all 
that quaking and trembling. 
In the midst of his inspiration 
(and the effects of it were 
most noisy) was handed into 
the meeting a most terrible 
blackguard Wapping sailor. 
The poor man, I believe, had 
rather have been in the part 
of an engagement, for the 
congregation of broad-
brims, together with the 
ravings of the prophet were 
too much for his gravity, 
though I saw even he had 
delicacy enough not to laugh 
out. And the inspired gentle-
man, though his manner was 
so supernatural, yet neither 
talked nor professed to talk 
anything more than common 
morality, with now and then 

a declaration of not speaking 
from himself. Among other 
things, looking back to his 
childhood and early youth, 
he told the meeting what a 
graceless young dog he had 
been; that in his youth he 
had a good share of wit. 
Reader, if thou hadst seen 
the gentleman, thou wouldst 
have sworn that it must in-
deed been many years ago 
for his rueful physiognomy 
would have scared away the 
playful goddess from the 
meeting, where he presided, 
for ever. A wit! a wit! what 
could he mean? Lloyd, it 
minded me of Falkland in the 
Rivals, "Am I full of wit and 
humour? No, indeed you are 
not. Am I the life and soul of 
every company I come into? 
No, it cannot be said are." 
That hard-faced gentleman, a 
wit! Why, Nature wrote on 
his fanatic forehead fifty 
years ago, "Wit never 
comes, that comes to all." I 
should be as scandalised at a 
bon mot issuing from his 
oracle- looking mouth as to 
see Cato go down a country 
dance. God love you all! You 
are very good to submit to 
be pleased with reading my 
nothings. 'Tis the privilege of 
friendship to talk nonsense 
and to have her nonsense 
respected. 
 
Charles Lamb to Samuel 
Coleridge, 1797 
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