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During Peter Moore’s re-
cent visit to the late Rose-
mary Crawley the future of 
Meeting Houses cropped 
up. Rosemary suggested 
the issue could be the topic 
for discussion at the SAM 
Leek meeting in May.  

Prior to that there had 
been ad hoc comments on 
Leek Quakers’ WhatsApp 
group as well as email ex-
changes. Peter produced a 
‘Discussion Document’ 
circulated to Leek Friends. 
I was shocked to read in 
one comment: ‘YMG 2021 
were firm in their view of 
50% drop in heritage 
buildings.’ I contacted 
Friends House.   

Krishna Ramamurthy re-
plied: ‘No decision was 
made to reduce heritage 
meeting houses by 
50%. Indeed meeting 
houses generally belong to 
area meetings so this is not 
something Yearly Meeting 
would decide on. If you 
wish to read the decisions 
that were made at Yearly 
Meeting, please see the 
minutes.’ 

I sent a circular to all 
Clerks: ‘So that Friends 
have the opportunity prior 
to May Area Meeting to 
consider issues associat-
ed with the future of 
our five Meeting Houses I 
am preparing a discussion 
paper. I would very much 
appreciate feedback as soon 

as possible to the following 
questions: 

1. Has your Meet-
ing discussed the issue? 

2. If not, is there 
an intention to do so prior 
to May? 

3. If there has been a dis-
cussion what prompted the 
issue to be considered? 

4. Was there an apparent-
ly conclusive outcome? 

5. What is the justification 
for devoting Area Meeting 
to the issue?  

Although Lichfield and 
Stone do not have their 
own Meeting House I have 
included them in this brief 
survey so that all Stafford-
shire Friends have the op-
portunity to participate as 
of course is the case at  
Area Meetings.’  

Wolverhampton joint 
Clerk Mike Fox 
responded, saying he was 
pleased to kow I was 
preparing a discussion 
document for Area 
Meeting, adding that they 
were about to circulate 
among members guidelines 
for their planned February 
‘Threshing Meeting’ 
regarding the situation. 

The Draft Framework will 
be sent to all Clerks for 
onward circulation so that 
people have a chance 
to consider the mat-

THE FUTURE OF OUR MEETING HOUSES 

ter thoughtfully rather 
than coming unprepared to 
the May meeting.  

The Leek view appears to 
be overwhelmingly against 
any form of disposal of the 
Leek Meeting House. That 
may well be the case for 
others and the focus will be 
on accommodating appro-
priate sustainable strate-
gies. For example, in-
stalling solar power with 
panels located discretely in 
the grounds. 

I have had preliminary con-
tacts with each Meeting. 
None of the Meetings have 
held a formal meeting but 
intend to do so prior to 
May. I will continue to 
contact Meetings until late 
April so that my final Draft 
is up to date.  

To avoid confusion with 
the Leek Discussion Docu-
ment I am naming this one 
the Draft Framework for 
the future of Meeting 
Houses, May SAM. It will 
open with an overview 
followed by sections on 
each of the Meetings.   

The more prepared are our 

hearts and minds for the 

May Meeting the more 

likely it will be helpful for 

Friends faced with their 

individual Meeting House 

issues. 

Peter Kent-Baguley,                  

Leek Meeting 



 

IMPENDING 

MOVE TO 

BORNEO 
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Monthly Meeting 1705-37 

Quarterly Meeting, Leek 
1672-1743 

Quarterly Meeting 1743-83 

Monthly Meeting 1713-83 

Monthly Meeting 1784-1800 

 

The photocopies were origi-
nally produced for Denis 
Stuart when he was working 
on his PhD thesis ‘The early 
Quaker movement in Staf-
fordshire 1651-1743: from 
open fellowship to closed 
sect’. 

 

Cath Hayes (Uttoxeter 
Meeting) reports that Denis 
lived in Burton, and that a 
Friend in Burton went to a 
talk about the thesis when it 
was completed in 2001. It is 
on the University of Leices-
ter website.  

 

Cath also reports that Enid 
Slater, a Burton Friend, told 
her of another thesis on 
Leicester’s site, ‘Derbyshire 
Quakers 1650-1761’ by Hel-
en Forde, published in 2010. 
Enid thought there might be 
some overlap as Uttoxeter 
and Burton are on the Der-
byshire border.  

STAFFORDSHIRE QUAKER HISTORY 

The team working on the 
history of Quakerism in Staf-
fordshire (Berry Dicker, 
Cath Hayes and Peter Hol-
land) have found research 
difficult during the pandem-
ic.  Help has come, though, 
from Nigel Tringham, lately 

Editor, Victoria County History 
of Staffordshire, who has been  
clearing his office as the County 
Record Office and William Salt 
Library are awaiting refurbish-
ment.  He has delivered to 
Stafford Meeting House photo-
copies of dozens of Stafford-
shire Quaker records held in 
the County Record Office.  
This will help our AM research 
team but anyone else is wel-
come to have a look: 

We learnt in January of the 
deaths of two dear and 
longstanding Friends.  We 
hope to celebrate their lives 
more fully in the next issue. 

Rosemary Crawley, a            
member of Lichfield             
Meeting, was our current 
Area  Meeting Clerk. 

Bill Walley, of Stafford 
Meeting, had been a member 
of Staffordshire Area                
Meeting since the 1970s. 

TWO DEAR FRIENDS 

SAFEGUARDING  

IN OUR AREA MEETING 

Anthony has been clearing his archives and sent documents relating to 
Lichfield Meeting and Area Meeting.   One is cited on page  12. 

From The Friend, 14 January  

ANTHONY AND ANNE 
WILSON send New Year 
greetings, with news of 
their impending move to 
the care of their son Ken’s 
family in Sabah, Malaysian 
Borneo, when travel per-
mits.  Anne is currently  

 

receiving good care for her 
Alzheimers in residential 
accommodation near our 
home in Lichfield.   We will 
remain in touch by email, 
and Anthony may make 
periodic returns to this 
country.  

ANNE AND ANTHONY WILSON 

Please note that as from Jan-
uary 2022 David Morgan of 
Stafford Meeting has taken 
over the role of safeguarding 
officer for Area Meeting 
from Teresa Murray.  

 

If anyone has any questions 
or concerns please contact 
David by phone or email, as 
follows:                                        
07565 350357, or email 
d.h.morgan8@gmail.com.  

mailto:d.h.morgan8@gmail.com


 

WORLD RELIGION DAY IN LEEK 

 

PAGE 3 W INTER 2022 

O LORD GOD ! MAKE US AS WAVES OF 

THE SEA , AS FLOWERS OF THE GARDEN , 

UNITED , AGREED THROUGH THE 

BOUNTIES OF THY LOVE . O LORD ! 

D ILATE THE BREASTS THROUGH THE 

SIGNS OF THY ONENESS , AND MAKE 

ALL MANKIND AS STARS SHINING FROM 

THE SAME HEIGHT OF GLORY , AS PER-

FECT FRUITS GROWING UPON THY 

TREE OF LIFE .  

 
ABDU ’L-BAHA 

Abdu’l-Baha 

‘Waves of One Sea’ (2021) 
is based on Baha’i teachings, 
particularly the writings of 
Abdu’l-Bahá, head of the 
Bahá'í faith 1892-1921.  It 
includes the words ‘Let your 
heart burn with loving kind-
ness to all who may cross 
your path’.  Linda and Jill 
wove a Quaker version of 
this into their own render-
ing: ‘Hold yourself and oth-
ers in the light knowing all 
are cherished by God’.  

Sunday 16 January was 

World Religion Day. This is 

a day when faith groups can 

come together and celebrate 

their commonality and their 

universal messages of love, 

peace and harmony. World 

Religion Day was initiated by 

the Baha’i Community of the 

USA in 1950 and since then 

has been celebrated annually 

on the third Sunday of Janu-

ary. On Sunday 16 this year 

thousands of celebrations 

will have taken place 

throughout the world.  

One such meeting was held 

in Leek. It was the first time 

a World Religion Day meet-

ing has been held in Stafford-

shire. The idea came about 

when two sisters, Jill who is 

a Baha’i and Linda who is a 

Quaker, wanted to do some-

thing with both faith groups 

and it was suggested that 

World Religion Day was a 

good day to be together. The 

Quaker community of Leek 

offered their Meeting House 

for the event. The meeting 

was essentially a Quaker 

worship meeting but with 

members from the Baha’i 

communities of Staffordshire 

attending. The meeting was 

also attended by Quakers 

and Baha’is by zoom.  

During the meeting writings 

from both Quaker and Baha’i 

sources were read, with time 

for meditation before and 

afterwards. There was also 

some music when sisters 

Linda and Jill sang a song 

called ‘Waves of One Sea’, 

which presented the truth 

that we are all one human 

race.  Afterwards there was 

time for discussion and tea 

and biscuits. All felt that it 

had been a good meeting and 

hoped that it could be done 

again next year. 

 

This account of the event 

was written by Steve 

Thompson of the Ba-

ha’i group. 

Steve Thompson, Baha’i 

Julie Thompson (Baha’i), Linda Skellam (Quaker),                          
Jill  Povey (Baha’i).   



For me, ‘spirituality’ has 
gradually come to replace 
‘religion’ including going to 
meeting. Spirit is the life 
force that I see around me in 
others, in animals and in 

every part of nature. I be-
lieve that this life force or 
energy survives death in 
some way. Spirit is also what 
appeals to me in great music, 
art or literature, speaking to 

a part of me that isn't intel-
lect or sentiment, but soul.  

 

Annette White,                         
Stoke Meeting 

L IFE FORCE 

OUR PHYSICAL 

AND CONSCIOUS 

EXPERIENCE OF 

UNIVERSAL 

HUMANITY  
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BECOMING MORE HUMAN 

fully human. 

 

Spirituality is that which 
helps us to work mutually to 
gradually overcome the de-
humanising temptations that 
drag humankind into oppres-
sion, violence, hatred of 
others and fear of the natural 
environment. The debilitat-
ing effect of human competi-
tion and our seemingly irre-
pressible need to want to 
conquer nature rather than 
participate with it. 

 

Spirituality lets us experi-
ence the possibilities beyond 
endless over consumption. 
Enabling us to address and 
overcome our disdain of our 

material environment, our 
dehumanising disregard of 
material human needs and in 
so doing helps us to start a 
journey towards becoming 
more fully human. 

 

Spirituality is our physical 
and conscious experience of 
universal humanity which 
can only be realised by both 
ensuring the material com-
fort of all, building our hu-
man feeling, actively work-
ing against that which dehu-
manises and engaging with 
consciousness to become 
more fully human. 

  

Richard Ashwell,                       
Wolverhampton  Meeting 

Acceptance, awareness of 
and engagement with spirit-
uality is part of the journey 
towards becoming more 
fully human. 

 

Spirituality is human feeling, 
not just emotion that can be 
nailed down as an evolution-
ary survival mechanism and 
not feeling in the sense of 
sensory perception but feel-
ing that doesn’t need emo-
tion to verify it or a sense 
organ to recognise it, that 
deep consciousness of hu-
manity. That consciousness, 
which enables us to feel as 
another feels, to understand 
as another understands, and 
to develop as others develop 
towards becoming more 

sary of 1000 years with an 
abbey on the site and lots of 
work was going on in prepa-
ration for the celebrations. It 
was very interesting as we 
were able to see lots of 
things that were being re-
paired that normally would 
be out of sight. The monks 
and other staff were real-
ly friendly, and the history 
as fascinating, but I didn’t 
find it very spiritual.   

 

The most spiritual place for 
me were the gardens. As we 

I was thinking about Maggie 
Jeays’ question on spirituali-
ty in the June Staffordshire 
Quaker. While I’m not sure 
I can answer what spirituality 
is, I did think of an experi-
ence which was very spiritu-
al for me.  

 

A few years ago, I visited 
Buckfast Abbey in south 
Devon with my partner. 
Buckfast is a very large ab-
bey, with conference centres 
and shops on site. It was 
coming up to their anniver-

were there early, we were 
able to look around on our 
own. As well as decorative 
plants there were gardens 
planted with medicinal herbs 
and flowers in the same way 
the monks would have done 
in centuries past. There 
were birds singing, beauti-
ful colours and smells, and I 
felt much closer to the spir-
itual there than I did in that 
huge abbey.  

 

Gayle Yeomans,                    
Stafford Meeting 

BEYOND BUILDINGS 

In a recent issue        
Maggie Jeays of Staf-
ford Meeting asked 
‘What does spirituality 
mean for you?  I 
should love’, she said, 
‘to read your thoughts 
in these pages next 
time.’ 

Three Friends have 
responded here.  Fur-
ther contributions to 
future editions would 
be very welcome. 

OUR 

SPIRITUALITY 



IN ALL DEBATES , 

LET TRUTH BE 

THY AIM , NOT 

VICTORY , OR AN 

UNJUST 

INTEREST ; AND 

ENDEAVOUR TO 

GAIN , RATHER 

THAN TO 

EXPOSE THY 

ANTAGONIST 

33. Are you alert to practices 
here and throughout the world 
which discriminate against peo-
ple on the basis of who or what 
they are or because of their 
beliefs? Bear witness to the 
humanity of all people, includ-
ing those who break society’s 
conventions or its laws. Try to 
discern new growing points in 
social and economic life. Seek 
to understand the causes of 
injustice, social unrest and fear. 
Are you working to bring about 
a just and compassionate society 

which allows everyone to de-
velop their capacities and fos-
ters the desire to serve? 

34. Remember your responsi-
bilities as a citizen for the con-
duct of local, national, and 
international affairs. Do not 
shrink from the time and effort 
your involvement may demand. 

35. Respect the laws of the 
state but let your first loyalty be 
to God’s purposes. If you feel 

impelled by strong conviction 
to break the law, search your 
conscience deeply. Ask your 
meeting for the prayerful sup-
port which will give you 
strength as a right way becomes 
clear. 

36. Do you uphold those who 

are acting under concern, even 
if their way is not yours? Can 
you lay aside your own wishes 
and prejudices while seeking 
with others to find God’s will 
for them? 

HOW SHOULD WE BEAR WITNESS? 
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Damon Hoppe has been 
using this diagram in Area 
Meeting to explore four 
dimensions of ecological 
balance. The red circle 
relates to ways in which 
we bear witness.  What-
ever our concern, this 

fourth dimension is about 
how we seek to transform 
the world, from conven-
tional lobbying to civil 
disobedience. The con-
tributors on pages 5-15 
have all in some way grap-
pled with this question.   

W ILLIAM PENN ’S ‘RULES OF CONVERSATION ’ 

128. Avoid company where 
it is not profitable or neces-
sary; and in those occasions 
speak little and last.  

129. Silence is wisdom, 
where speaking is folly; and 
always safe.  

130. Some are so foolish as 
to interrupt and anticipate 

those that speak, instead of 
hearing and thinking before 
they answer; which is uncivil 
as well as silly.  

131. If thou thinkest twice, 
before thou speakest once, 
thou will speak twice the 
better for it.  

132. Better say nothing than 
not to the purpose. And to 
speak pertinently, consider 
both what is fit and when it 
is fit to speak.  

133. In all debates, let truth 
be thy aim, not victory, or 
an unjust interest; and en-
deavour to gain, rather than 
to expose thy antagonist.  

134. Give no advantage in 
argument, nor lose any that 

is offered. This is a benefit 
that arises from temper.  

135. Don’t use thyself to 
dispute against thine own 
judgment, to shew wit, lest 
it prepare thee to be too 

indifferent about what is 
right; nor against another 
man, to vex him, or for 
mere trial of skill; since to 
inform, or to be informed, 
ought to be the end of all 
conferences.  

136. Men are too apt to be 
concerned for their credit, 
more than for the cause.  

In bearing witness, how should 
we communicate our concerns? 
Joan Gripton of Stafford Meet-

ing read this extract from           
William Penn’s ‘Some Fruits of 

Solitude’ (1693) at a study 
group. She reports being met by 

a ‘stunned silence’! 

WHAT DO ADVICES AND QUERIES SAY? 

William Penn 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 
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Quaker Faith & Practice is 
written by Quakers for the 
guidance of themselves. It 
includes a very wise distilla-
tion of about 350 years of 
Quaker practice. It's not 
venerated for its age but 
because it's continually up-
dated so that it remains rele-
vant. But do Quakers follow 
its guidance? 

In my experience over al-
most 50 years, taking an 
active part in meetings in 
various parts of Britain and 
the world, I have often come 
across meetings in difficulties 
over some sort of dispute or 
where Friends were or felt 
themselves to be in disfa-
vour.  In my professional life 
I have been a systems analyst 
and have studied organisa-
tions and how they operate 
both in theory and in prac-
tice, so when I come across a 
Quaker meeting in some sort 
of dispute I look for the root 
problem. I can say in almost 
all cases it was a failure to 
adhere to the advice in 
QF&P.  Friends seem often 
to consider they know bet-
ter.  

In my opinion every Friend 
on taking up a new appoint-
ment and frequently after 
that should thoroughly famil-
iarise themselves with what 
QF&P has to say about their 
new role. Too often what 
happens is that the Friend 
slots into their new job ac-
cepting its existing attitudes 
and practices. If he or she 
makes a suggestion about 
doing things differently the 
rest of the committee bear 
down on them with expres-
sions like ‘This is how we do 
it here’. Over the course of 

many years bad practices 
creep in and become the 
tradition of the committee.   

One of the beauties of Quak-
erism is the practice of ap-
pointing friends for only 3 
years with possibly an exten-
sion for a second 3 years. 
The advantage is that newly 
appointed Friends bring 
fresh ideas and approaches. 
The disadvantage might be 
that the previous experience 
of the committee is lost but 
that can be overcome, firstly 
because there are usually one 
or two former members 
who remain and secondly 
each new member should be 
provided with the minutes of 
the committee over the pre-
vious year or two. Of course 
this assumes that proper 
minutes have been kept 
which sadly is often not the 
case. 

In Staffordshire Area Meet-
ing it seems to me the nomi-
nations process is conducted 
according to gospel order, 
but I can't say the same for 
all clerking.  A clerk is not 
the leader or the manager 
but is the servant of the 
meeting, who introduces the 
topic and informs the meet-
ing of the basic facts and then 
listens to the ongoing discus-
sion, finally producing a pro-
posed minute for acceptance 
by the meeting. It has been 
said that appointing a diffi-
cult Friend as clerk is a good 
way of silencing them!  

I think the biggest problems 
are with elders and with 
overseers. QF&P gives el-
ders a long list of responsi-
bilities. They should meet 
regularly and check that they 

are performing all of them. 
If they're unable to do so 
they should report to their 
local meeting and if that 
can't solve the problem then 
it should be passed to Area 
Meeting.  

Overseers or the pastoral 
team have an equally long 
list of duties which they 
should pursue in like man-
ner. Only a very few of the 
duties of the elders and those 
of overseers are meant to be 
shared by the two teams.   

The pastoral role is very 
different from the elders’.  
Elders are concerned mostly 
with the religious life of the  
meeting, whereas the pasto-
ral team are mainly con-
cerned with individual 
Friends. There are times 
when these two approaches 
collide and it's very valuable 
to have one team supporting 
the meeting as a whole and 
the other supporting the 
individual. I consider the 
practice of having ‘elders 
with oversight’ very detri-
mental to the health of a 
meeting. I also think it's a 
waste of time for an elder to 
have to sit through the long 
process that the pastoral 
team goes through. Nor is it 
a good use of an overseer’s 
time to sit through the con-
siderations of the elders.   

To sum up, since we do not 
have professionally trained 
ministers to guide our prac-
tice we need to be assiduous 
in following the wise guid-
ance of the book we wrote 
for that purpose. IMHO. 

 

Stephen Petter,              
Wolverhampton Meeting 

 

 

 

 

A FAILURE TO 

ADHERE TO THE 

ADVICE IN 

QF&P 

 
HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? EXPRESSING OPINIONS TO FELLOW-QUAKERS 



We share the peace in our 
Communion: Peace be with 
you. I often think a sharing of 
how we navigate being peace 
through the day, the next 
day and our lives generally 
could be an insightful and 
thoroughly rewarding expe-
rience.  Do I really love my 
neighbour? Do I see all peo-
ple as my neighbour? Do I 
really manage to see that of 
God in every human being?  

One of the seemingly intrac-
table set of relationships is in 
the Holy Land, the very 
place where Christ preached 
and practised peace. Symboli-
cally focused on the compet-
ing claims for Jewish, Chris-
tian and Moslem holy sites in 
Jerusalem it seems there is 
an ever-ready tinder for vio-
lence to flare and spread 
across the Holy Land. Im-
poverishment provides an 
added tension.   

We may not be able to solve 
the religious competition but 
we could contribute to an 
easing of impoverishment. I 
wish to propose ... that the 
Palestine Fairtrade Associa-
tion (PFA) forms the ful-

crum for St Vincent’s over-
seas environmental and 
Fairtrade link. 

Supported by a British Con-
sulate grant PhD student 
Nasser Abu Farha established 
the PFA in 2004 and within 
five years it had achieved 
Fairtrade status for Palestini-
an Extra Virgin olive oil. 
Since then Fairtrade al-
monds, sundried tomatoes, 
couscous and zautar have 
received the accolade. 

Fairtrade links with the A 
Rocha EcoChurch pro-
gramme, having sustainable 
production criteria in com-
mon. Fairtrade also involves 
no child labour, support for 
sustainable production costs 
through its minimum price 
guarantee as well as the addi-
tional social premium, which 
the producing communities 
decide collectively how to 
invest: new school facilities, 
communal facilities, training 
for improved production 
practices, school fees ... 

Nasser Abu Farha’s research 
in Palestine for the PhD con-
vinced him that Fairtrade 
would help struggling tradi-
tional small-scale olive farm-
ers to improve the quality of 
their produce and also to 
gain a better market price. 
His initiative has led to 
1,700 farmers coming to-
gether in 43 Fairtrade co-
operatives and immediately 
gaining the benefit of stable 
and sustainable sale prices. In 
2004 the minimum guaran-
teed price was twice the 
prevailing market price! 
That was encouragement for 
investment in improved agri-
cultural management.  

Of course, Fairtrade has not 
solved every problem. Of 
the 8 million or so olive 
trees in Palestine 25% are 
inaccessible to their owners, 
cut off by boundary walls, 
Israeli settlements and di-
verted water courses. Also 
production exceeds demand 
so there is a need to promote 
awareness of the importance 
of Fairtrade in our own com-
munities. 

Fairtrade-EcoChurch links 
with Palestine would provide 
a huge potential source for 
loving our neighbours 
through a host of possibili-
ties: twinning with a church 
in Bethlehem or with a vil-
lage or town, even a 
Fairtrade olive co-operative 
with a comparable olive farm 
in Portugal; support for the 
work at the University of 
Bethlehem’s Institute of Bio-
diversity and Sustainability, 
the focus of which ranges . 
The director, Professor 
Mazin Qumsiyeh, is a Pales-
tinian Christian and tireless 
campaigner for peace and the 
planet. 

Support and involvement 
with the PTA’s Trees of 
Hope programme through 
fund-raising to support the 
planting of olive trees for 
first time olive growers 
would be a valuable link as 
well as having the potential 
to help plant them. With 
twinning links there are infi-
nite possibilities for action, 
so let us explore how we can 
translate into action, peace 
be with you.  

 

Peter Kent-Baguley,             
Leek Meeting 

FROM PEACE IN COMMUNION TO PEACE IN PALESTINE? 

A SHARING OF 

HOW WE 

NAVIGATE BEING 

PEACE THROUGH 

THE DAY , THE 

NEXT DAY AND 

OUR LIVES 

GENERALLY 

COULD BE AN 

INSIGHTFUL 

EXPERIENCE .  
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In the absence of Quakers in 
the south western Algarve 
Peter Kent-Baguley attended 
Anglican communion.  He 
reluctantly joined the church 
committee, only to find it 
had what he thought to be 
limited ambitions when it 
came to outreach.  He urged 
wider action via the paper 
presented here.  Some found 
the proposal ‘far too politi-
cal’.  He finds it hard to 
come to terms with rejection 
by a Christian community. 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 



Action defeats pessimism; or 
something like that … I 
don’t know who said that.  I 
know from a life’s experi-
ence that trying to change 
institutions founded on crim-
inality is a waste of effort. 
We wore ourselves (and our 
footwear) out in the 60s 
marching from Aldermaston 
and Canterbury, holding 
vigils in Whitehall and the 
like when Tolstoy, Gramsci 
and Karl Kraus had them 
taped all along. 

 

We are the ones who must 
act and we must act as we 
mean things to go on: with 
love, compassion and faith.  
Faith that the world, The 
Great Spirit, Pam Lunn’s 
everything, the biosphere or 
what you will is right. Every-
thing is one and functions as 
a self-sustaining, living or-
ganism of which we are 
merely a temporary part. 

 

‘Think globally, act locally.’  
Origin uncertain but it be-
came prominent during the 
70s and more prominent 
after the Rio Earth Summit 
and the publication of Agen-
da 21 in ‘92. Well, we do 
think globally (don’t we?) so 
we have to do the other bit 
too.  We are just ordinary 
folk without great wealth 
and power so we’ll just have 
to remember Shelley’s We 
are many, they are few, and get 

on with it. I mean acting like 
Rob Horton and, though he 
is not a Quaker, John Gale 
whom some of you know. 
Rob’s collaborative work 
gradually empowers local 
people and John is growing 
food in harmony with his 
surroundings as he finds 
them, in a way we all have to 
adopt to survive. 

 

The guerrilla gardeners, tree 
planters, non-plastic traders 
and Tinkers Bubble simple 
livers are among a host of 
models. It means going 
against the grain until the 
grain changes direction.  

 

But there is more to that. 
We humans no longer have 
the language to talk of this. 
Having has replaced being as 
the core of our lives and the 
foundation of our economy 
is robbery - the most ex-
treme form of acquisitive-
ness; having by force. Em-
pires, mining companies, 
familiar high street names 
are all in the robbery busi-
ness. They take the re-
sources of poor countries, 
they take our money in huge 
quantities not commensurate 
with the utility they provide, 
they take the life out of their 
workers, they take from the 
biosphere without putting 
back anything to keep the 
circularity of existence run-
ning.  

 

That does not just present us 
with a case for justice but a 
need to change perception 
and our capacity to over-

come the cultural hegemony 
of this prevailing kleptocracy 
is very poor. They own the 
media and resource those 
who continually reinforce 
the lies with which our 
judgement is warped. Shout-
ing louder is doomed to fail-
ure. Doing simpler, doing 
justly, telling the truth and 
abjuring force is the Quaker 
way. So let’s be guided by 
that. Let’s stop reading out 
passages from QF&P and nit-
pickingly recording it in the 
minutes and do it instead. 

 

The language will be 
changed by that because lan-
guage develops through use 
and we will learn again to 
speak of wholeness, of the 
sharing upon which all life 
depends and of the way in 
which our living harmonises 
with Pam Lunn’s Everything.  
That can be the way we re-
generate a culture which will 
not be human but whole. 

 

So, for example, Roger Old-
field’s concern about 
transport can then be seen as 
a beginning for all of us ra-
ther than a problem for 
some. Take Anne Orme’s 
Flexible Meetings concept 
and the mouldable nature of 
that and add the transport 
concern. Then set about 
establishing among ourselves 
ways of collaborating in car-
sharing, online Meeting 
[which we now already do], 
assessing real needs to travel 
in all the contexts in which 
we do and so allow our 
minds to change. (When do 
we ask ourselves why we 

QUAKERS ON EARTH MATTERS :  ACTION NOT WORDS 

GOING AGAINST 

THE GRAIN 

UNTIL THE 

GRAIN CHANGES 

DIRECTION 
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HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 

Jim Kinnibrugh of Stone 
Meeting challenges us as 

Quakers, letting his yea be 
yea and his nay be nay! 



travel so much?) 

 

Be patterns, be examples - 
don’t just approach new 
ideas with discernment - 
have them. We can turn to 
The Quaker Workshop Man-
ual (aka Quaker Faith & 
Practice) and manually do 
the practice. We can read it 
differently and remember to 
walk cheerfully. We must 
behave badly or come to our 
final day wondering, with 
Thoreau, what demon pos-
sessed us that we behaved so 
well. We’ll bend the grain 
back the planet’s way and 
create the language we need 
to understand all this. But 
only in action. 

 

Anybody thought of persuad-
ing their neighbours to take 
down their back garden fenc-
es, turn the whole plot into a 
small permacultural/
horticultural scheme and eat 
the resultant produce? An-
other way of doing what 
Damon’s slide 13 in his 
presentation 1 to Area Meet-
ing showed. 

 

Think about that! 

 

The lady in the wheelchair at 
number nine suddenly finds 
her headache turned into a 
delightful asset. Thoughtful 
[collaborative] neighbours 
ensure the giant allotment 
along the backs of the houses 
remains sufficiently wheel-
chair navigable that she can 
get to the relaxing space in 
the middle where all can 

meet and enjoy time togeth-
er chewing the fat of their 
land. There she can explain 
to them the results of her 
researches into composting 
methods [they are too busy 
planting and harvesting to do 
this] and what those spots on 
the plum tree leaves are 
[shot-hole disease] and the 
twins from number 21, who 
have just begun their biology 
A-levels then expand on how 
to deal with it because they 
were talking to her and of-
fered to do the online re-
search with her. Nobody 
knew she had begun biology 
at Keele before the accident 
which crippled her - she’s in 
her element again and after 6 
months comes off the anti-
depressants. 

 

Those kids then start to 
work out the rotations which 
gardening on this scale 
makes easy and allows the 
growing of a greater variety 
of foods - then some bright 
rebel says, “So why don’t we 
take down the front garden 
fences too and plant more 
fruit trees?” 

 

And what about the fence? 
Well, the plasterer from 
number 17 and the theatrical 
set-builder from number 1 
recycled much of that into a 
couple of sheds and a meet-
ing gazebo in the central 
relaxing space to store the 
shared tools and BBQ stuff. 
The rest made composting 
bins, some decking against 
muddy weather and wire 
mesh leaf mould makers. 

After a while everybody for-
gets that those two Quakers 
at Number 7 actually kicked 
all this off three years previ-
ously in conversations over a 
few of the former garden 
fences. No arguments with 
climate denying, uptight, 
narrow-minded, short-
sighted, tie-wearing, John 
Lennon-hating, hypocrites 
necessary!  

 

Simplicities as a Quaker 
might say. 

 

The internet has made so 
much of this easy and allows 
us to communicate from and 
to virtually anywhere all the 
time. The available ways of 
exploiting that need investi-
gating for our purposes and 
that is a job for right now. 
Trees do this - why not us. 
Their internet is the under-
ground mycorrhizal network 
which has never needed rare, 
conflict materials in its con-
struction - more need to re-
think! 

 

Jim Kinnibrugh,                    
member of Stone Meeting 
living in Italy 

ACTION NOT WORDS (CONTINUED) 

DON ’T JUST 

APPROACH NEW 

IDEAS WITH 

DISCERNMENT - 

HAVE THEM 
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I want to say something 
about the context of our 
lives in these challenging 
times. 

We have treated Earth amiss 
for millennia, exacerbating 
matters to serious levels 
from the industrial revolu-
tion onwards.  Scientists 
have been certain for more 
than 30 years that such treat-
ment, in large part the use of 
fossil fuels, has been causing 
the planet to warm with its 
consequence of a changing 
climate.  Before then, 
though, there have been wise 
people, sages who have not 
needed that kind of proof to 
see where we were heading, 
for example Rachel Carson 
warning in Silent Spring in 
1962 of declining bird and 
other wildlife due to use of 

pesticides and Fritz Schu-
macher in 1973 indicating in 
Small is Beautiful: A Study of 
Economics As If People Mattered 
that ‘we do not experience 
ourselves as a part of Nature 
but as an outside force des-
tined to dominate and con-
quer it.  We even talk of a 
battle with Nature, forget-
ting that, if we won the bat-
tle, we would find ourselves 
on the losing side.’ 

A teaching of the Mi’Kmaq 
First Nation people of North 
America is more specific: if 
we do not cure Mother 
Earth, she will cleanse her-
self of the offending organ-
ism that is killing her.2 

The latest intergovernmental 
report on where we’re up to 
with the climate, published 
in August and produced by 
hundreds of the world’s top 
scientists and signed off by 
all the world’s governments, 
concludes that the climate 
and therefore the weather 
could get far worse if the 
slim chance remaining to 
avert heating above 1.5ºC is 
not immediately grasped.  
We already experience more 
frequent, extreme and killer 
storms, floods, heatwaves, 
droughts and sea level rises.  
Even more suffering or ca-
tastrophe if we’re too slow, 
even apocalypse if we do 
nothing at all.   

Maybe the phrase ‘slim 
chance’ has helped the scien-
tists’ message, after 30 years 
of not for want of trying, to 
start to gain enough traction 
amongst enough people for 
effective change to happen.  
And hopefully governments 

will begin to alter the sys-
tems, including the econom-
ic, we live under.  The forth-
coming global climate con-
ference, COP26, in Glasgow 
is a great opportunity for 
governments to make mean-
ingful commitments, which 
of course they need to follow 
up on – something which has 
not always happened follow-
ing previous COP gather-
ings.  The necessary changes 
are now urgent, as indicated 
on the front of our leaflet3, 
rather than more gradual. 

The necessary changes were 
always going to be radical 
though, irrespective of their 
speed.  It’s not just the tech-
nical changes to how we heat 
our homes and power our 
cars, etc – the change over 
to battery-powered cars is 
not going to happen fast 
enough anyway and there is 
still no house insulation pro-
gramme.  The main change 
we need is a complete rea-
lignment of our attitude to 
Earth, from treating it as an 
unlimited resource and un-
fillable rubbish dump to one 
of seeing ourselves as just 
part of Earth’s systems and 
fitting in with them.  That’s 
what sustainable living is – 
living in tune with Earth’s 
provisions, rhythms and sea-
sons. 

Let’s unpack ‘realignment of 
our attitude to Earth’ a bit 
more.  Listen to this: 

“At last came a morning in June, 
light, airy and still.  I had 
awakened to find the early 
morning sun streaming in my 
open uncurtained window, gold-
en and warm.  I tossed away the 

REACHING OUT ON EARTH MATTERS 

… WHAT 

SUSTAINABLE 

LIVING IS – 

LIVING IN TUNE 

WITH EARTH ’S 

PROVISIONS , 

RHYTHMS AND 

SEASONS .  
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HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 

Rob Horton gave this talk at 
the AGM of Sustainability in 

Colwich & the Haywoods 
(SinCH), in the context of a 
celebration of 3½ years of 
eco activity in the villages 

and asking those present (32 
villagers and 6 visitors) for 
ideas for the future and to 

pledge sustainability actions 
of their own.  He aimed to 
‘introduce people gently to 
the idea that we are not go-
ing to solve the current cli-
mate and biodiversity crises 
without living out the impli-
cations of there being that of 
God in Earth and all life just 
as much as there is in each 

human being and in the 
transcendent realm.  To a 

mainly secular audience’, he 
says, ’ I also did not want to 

use God language’.  



bedclothes to stand entranced at 
the sight and sound and perfume 
of the perfect morning.  It some-
times happens, at rare moments 
in our lives, we are suddenly 
aware of an altogether new 
world, different completely from 
that in which we commonly live.  
We feel as though we stand at 
the threshold of an undiscovered 
kingdom; for brief moments we 
understand life interpreted, we 
perceive meaning instead of 
things.  In those golden moments 
I understood every word on a 
single page of the magic book of 
Life inscribed in language nei-
ther written nor spoken.  There 
was a sublime tranquillity in the 
level white mists of the valley, a 
symphony like the ascending 
melodies of Grieg in the sun rays 
that climbed aslant the hill, a 
quiet strength in the stillness of 
the trees, a brotherhood of life in 
all living things.  I was no long-
er a single life pushing a diffi-
cult way amidst material things; 
I was a part of all creation.” 5 

Spending time in nature, 
sitting with your back against 
a tree trunk for instance, 
may help gain a sense of 
‘meaning instead of things’ 
and of being a ‘part of all 
creation’ whether or not we 
have any magic moments, 
although you never know.  It 
is how we see ourselves that 
will enable us to make the 
necessary changes, which I 
suspect may need to go far 
deeper and further than we 
imagine6.  That’s when our 
connections to soil and place 
(the Earth where we live – 
feeling you belong to some-
where), to each other (local 
networks of communal sup-
port and friendship – feeling 

you belong to a group of 
people) and to our own in-
ner beings (a growing sense 
of inner peace) will make all 
the difference in facing these 
challenges7.  I think this is 
true whether we follow any 
particular religion or not. 

You may or may not buy 
into all this but we hope you 
will to SinCH’s aims, which 
are to help people, hopefully 
everyone, in the parish face 
the challenge of the crises 
with hope, inspiration, mu-
tual encouragement for prac-
tical changes and to give en-
couragement to our local 
and national political leaders 
to change the self-destructive 
frameworks we currently 
live within.  We also seek to 
co-operate with and encour-
age other organisations and 
groups in the parish with 
green projects and action, 
and, as we can, support oth-
er areas to set up their own 
local ‘mutual support for 
change’ groups. 

(I said something off the cuff 
to round it off but, at the 
time of writing I cannot 
think what it was.) 

Notes 

1. ‘Creation groans with eager 
longing for the children of God 
to come into their own.’ Romans 
ch8, v19 

2. From ‘Soil and Soul’ by Scot-
tish Quaker Alastair McIntosh.  

3. SinCH recently distributed a 
leaflet about its activities, with 
tips for living more sustainably 
to nearly all the 2,100+ houses 
in Colwich Civil Parish. 

4. From ‘Copsford’ by nature 

writer Walter J C Murray.  
Originally published in 1948, 
the author describes a year of his 
life in the early 1920s living in 
the derelict house, Copsford, and 
collecting herbs and doing a bit 
of writing for a hand-to-mouth 
existence.  The abundance of 
nature compared with today is 
striking. 

5.  I may more honestly have 
said ‘which will need to go far 
deeper and further than we may 
currently imagine’, but I wanted 
to draw people in to make a 
start rather than frighten them 
off. 

6. From ‘Spiritual Activism: 
Leadership as Service’ by 
Alastair McIntosh and Matt 
Carmichael.  A good primer on 
climate change and the ethics 
and spirituality needed to face 
up to the challenges posed is 
another Alastair McIntosh book, 
‘Riders on the Storm: The Cli-
mate Crisis and the Survival of 
Being’.  Published in 2020 it’s 
pretty up-to-date with the sci-
ence and is a good support for 
helping us be riders on the storm 
which has already started.   

 

Rob Horton,                             
ex-Stafford Meeting.  

REACHING OUT ON EARTH MATTERS (CONTINUED) 
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Photo taken during a SINCH                                                  
‘green walk and allotments tour’. 

FACE THE 

CHALLENGE OF 

THE CRISES WITH 

HOPE , 

INSPIRATION , 

MUTUAL 

ENCOURAGEMENT . . . 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 



THE RIGHTNESS 

AND JUSTICE OF 

YOUR STAND 

WILL NOT REST 

WITH THE 

VERDICT , BUT 

WITH YOUR 

WITNESS  
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HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? EFFECTIVE PROTEST – TARGET THE OFFENDER 

should concentrate on those 
individuals or organisations 
which cause distress.  It is 
counterproductive to cause 
inconvenience to members 
of the public who are not 
responsible. 

 

Let me give and example of 
effective protest.   In 1994 
Wolverhampton Council 
failed to remove debris after 
replacing paving slabs with 
tarmac.   They left several 
piles of broken slabs, an 

amount of several tons.  Af-
ter a few weeks these at-
tracted fly-tipping in a resi-
dential area. 

 

To the office of the Coun-
cil’s Director I delivered an 
uncompromising written 
demand for immediate re-
moval.  This worked.  An 
hour later a lorry and a JCB 
were at work. 

 

John Nicholls,                    
Wolverhampton Meeting 

Our Recording Clerk Paul 
Parker has been interviewed 
on Radio 4’s ‘Sunday’ pro-
gramme.  He expressed con-
cerns about stricter legisla-
tion on protests. 

 

I am satisfied that all protests 

22 December 2000 

Dear River and Sylvia 

I write on behalf of Staf-
fordshire Monthly meet-
ing …. Following news 
given to us of your trial 
next month: we wished to 
be associated with your 
stand for a peaceful world, 

and that you should know 
that you have our prayer-
ful support when you 
stand in the dock. 

 

Our contact with Trident 
Ploughshares is through 
Alison Crane … 

 

Of course we hope that 

… you will be found not 

guilty of the conspiracy 

charges against you.  Such 

an outcome could reflect 

both a growing under-

standing of what ‘the law’ 

stands for, and the jury’s 

interpretation of where 

the criminal intent lies.   

But the rightness and jus-

tice of your stand will not 

rest with the verdict, but 

with your witness …. 

 

Anthony Wilson,             

Lichfield Meeting 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT ‘THE LAW ’  STANDS FOR 

At a time when civil disobe-
dience by groups like 

‘Insulate Britain’ strongly 
divides opinion, John 

Nicholls urges caution. 

From Anthony Wilson’s 
archive (see page 2) comes 

this reminder of our re-
sponse to a famous case. 

coni shipyard at Barrow-in-
Furness ... armed with ham-
mers and other tools.  

ident missile warheads.  

The pair ... claimed they 
were justified because nucle-
ar weapons were  ‘immoral 
and illegal’.  

 

Mrs Boyes' barrister ... told 
the jury: ‘History is littered 
with people who broke the 

Two ... activists who admit-
ted plotting to disarm one of 
Britain's Trident submarine 
fleet have been cleared ... 

 

A jury found Sylvia Boyes, 
57, and Keith Wright, 45, 
who changed his name to 
River, not guilty of conspira-
cy to cause criminal damage 
to HMS Vengeance.  

 

... they had entered the Mar-

rules because they were act-
ing in the interests of justice 
and in doing so paved the 
way for a better and a more 
humane society.’  

 

The jury accepted the de-
fendants' claim that as they 
were upholding international 
law they themselves were 
not committing an offence.  

 

From a BBC news report 

River and Sylvia Boyes, 
who is a Quaker 
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Why Stop HS2? 

High Speed 2 is the nation’s 
new high speed rail link; it 
was intended to ‘level up the 
North’, though recently the 
planned Leeds leg has been 
cancelled or at least indefi-
nitely put on hold - frustrat-
ing to say the least for those 
northern areas that had 
hoped it would bring pros-
perity; cause for celebration 
though for the movements 
and activists who have long 
been calling for the entire 
scheme to be scrapped. 

 

The plans have been contro-
versial from the outset, and 
quite possibly continue to 
grow in controversy by the 
day - financial irregularities, 
violent security staff, non-
disclosure agreements
(otherwise known as gagging 
orders), intimidation, waste-
ful and environmentally 
damaging practices, golf 
clubs having lavish new sec-
tions or club houses built at 
huge expense to the taxpay-
er, whilst homeowners often 
wait years for payment from 
compulsory purchase orders
(CPOs) and farmers have 
their land taken at will by 
the scheme.  Footpaths close 
overnight, or are blocked by 
surly security people with 

dog patrols, other rights of 
way are made impassable; 
it’s no wonder that con-
cerned persons the length of 
the line have felt the need to 
take direct action. 

 

I’ve lived in Staffordshire all 
my life, it’s heart breaking to 
watch as this project eats its 
way through the Stafford-
shire countryside - ancient 
woodlands, hundreds of 
years old, decimated within 
days, diverse hedgerows laid 
to waste, habitats of protect-
ed species destroyed or dam-
aged. Although species such 
as bats and badgers are pro-
tected in law it seems re-
markably easy for HS2 to 
obtain licence for destructive 
work from Natural England 
(dubbed in the activist world 
as un-Natural England for its 
seeming lack of care about 
poor ecological practice). 
The licences specify a proto-
col, but many activists have 
witnessed this being disre-
garded. Trees are felled in 
close proximity to badger 
setts; in one instance a trac-
tor was seen to drive over 
(or extremely close to) 
badger setts, which the site 
ecologist denied the exist-
ence of. This instance was 
reported to both the police 
and Natural England, neither 
of whom took any further 
action.  The list goes on - 
inappropriate sealing off of 
bat roosts and badge setts, 
shining flood lights on areas 
where bats roost, felling 
trees with birds nesting in 
them. What we’ve wit-
nessed seems to spell envi-
ronmental disaster for our 

nation - in a time of climate 
emergency when, surely, we 
should be seeking to protect 
these ancient woodlands and 
rural areas.  Many of the 
felled trees are chipped on 
site and spread on the 
ground, some are purported 
to be transported to Drax 
power station which has re-
cently been highlighted for 
its green washing and dubi-
ous environmental creden-
tials. 

 

In order for the Stop HS2 
movements to sustain their 
ongoing actions, camps are 
often set up in or near to 
affected woods.  The most 
recent of these was next to 
Staffordshire County Show-
ground.  It sadly didn’t re-
main very long before the 
County Council took court 
action; the judge ruled pure-
ly on possession and ap-
peared to have no interest in 
upholding a right to protest 
or in the human rights impli-
cations for those people liv-
ing on the camp. 

 

Further North in Stafford-
shire is Bluebell Woods pro-
tection camp, in a small 
woodland named ‘Cash’s 
Pit’ alongside the A51; as 
spring approaches, there’s a 
stirring in the woodland 
floor, soon it will be car-
peted with beautiful blue-
bells, quite possibly for the 
last time. This entire wood-
land will be wiped out to 
make way for HS2, Bottom 
Lane to the east of the wood 
will be permanently closed, 
the A519 will be realigned to 

C IVIL DISOBEDIENCE :  RESISTING HS2 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 

Hazel seeks to disrupts the work 
at Black Slough, near Fradley 

The camp near the County Show-
ground, now dismantled.  Some 
Friends from Stafford Meeting 

had given support. 

A gathering at the Bluebell 
Woods camp near Swynnerton 

Hazel Ball has been in-
volved in Extinction Re-

bellion and Stop HS2  
actions in Staffordshire.    
She once attended Stoke 

Meeting and now looks to 
Leek as her Local                 

Meeting. 

Continued on page 15 



 

 

 

YOU DO HAVE 

TO ASK 

WHETHER THERE 

IS SUCH A 

THING AS AN 

ETHICAL EGG 
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consumption, how vast re-
sources of land, water and 
animal feed are used to farm 
animals intensively, and how 
disastrously the blanket use 
of antibiotics in animal feed 
impacts on human health. Of 
course, I opted out of all this 
when I became vegetarian, 
or so I thought. Surely milk, 
eggs and cheese do not harm 
animals and provide valuable 
nutritional benefits.   

But Veganuary suggests oth-
erwise. I learn that egg pro-
ducing hens, who would 
naturally lay 15 to 20 eggs 
each year have been bred to 
produce 300 eggs a year. 
Their natural life expectancy 
of 5-10 years is reduced to 
18 months when they are 
slaughtered, worn out.  Even 
‘free range’ hens are kept in 
their thousands. And those 

hens producing the gold 
standard organic eggs can 
live in flocks of up to 3,000 
birds. Given that infor-
mation, you do have to ask 
whether there is such a thing 
as an ethical egg? 

 

Most of this industry goes on 
behind closed doors and so 
we are never exposed to the 
reality. Modern cows are 
bred to produce unnaturally 

high volumes of milk which 
can result in teat infections. 
Within 24 hours of giving 
birth a calf is removed from 
its mother whose distress is 
severe for several days. Near 
constant pregnancy wears 
her out so her life is ended at 
5 years; yet in nature she 
would live between 15 to 20 
years.  

 

FACING UP TO VEGANUARY 

Did anyone else sign up for 
‘Veganuary’ this year? I have 
been vegetarian for years, 
but vegan? No eggs or milk, 
and no delicious cheeses at 
Christmas time? 

 

Each day in January, I have 
received an email suggesting 
that becoming vegan makes 
good sense for my health and 
for the planet. Each day a 
new aspect of becoming ve-
gan is covered, and some 
delicious vegan recipes in-
cluded. There is a clear 
guide to the 12 foods you 
need to include daily in a 
vegan diet to keep healthy, 
and plenty of advice on living 
a healthy vegan lifestyle. 

 

For me, however, what has 
really struck home has been 
the sobering facts of which I 
have been reminded but 
which I usually prefer to 
forget. How profoundly the 
meat and dairy industry con-
tribute to the degradation of 
the environment, how mil-
lions of animals are bred and 
cruelly exploited for human 

Here Rosemary Fox’s head 
is, in the first instance,                

bearing witness to her own 
heart! 

WE DO NOT OWN THE WORLD, AND ITS RICHES ARE NOT OURS TO 

DISPOSE OF AT WILL. SHOW A LOVING CONSIDERATION FOR ALL 

CREATURES AND SEEK TO MAINTAIN THE BEAUTY AND VARIETY OF 

THE WORLD. WORK TO ENSURE THAT OUR INCREASING POWER OVER 

NATURE IS USED RESPONSIBLY, WITH REVERENCE FOR LIFE . REJOICE 

IN THE SPLENDOUR OF GOD ’S CONTINUING CREATION. 

 

 ADVICES AND QUERIES 42. 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 
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So we continue 

To try 

To STOP HS2 

 

make way. Swynnerton, 
Whitmore, Marston, Hop-
ton and many other beauti-
ful, peaceful, rural parts of 
Staffordshire face years of 
disruption and years of de-
struction just to shave a few 
minutes off a train journey 
which, it’s speculated, most 
people will never be able to 
afford. 

• 108 Ancient woodlands 
will be destroyed or 
damaged by HS2. 

• 693 Local wildlife sites 
will be impacted. 

• The cost continues to rise 
and could exceed £256 
billion. 

• Whitmore Wood will 
suffer the biggest single 
loss of ancient woodland 
of the whole line (5.5 
acres). 

• The project will never be 
carbon neutral. 

Before any more of our 
beautiful countryside is de-
stroyed. 

Hazel Ball, Stop HS2 Staf-
fordshire.    

RESISTING HS2 (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13) 

FACING UP TO VEGANUARY (CONTINUED) 

For most people, a vegan 
diet is a healthy diet and pro-
vides sufficient protein and 
other essential nutrients. 
Moreover, it doesn’t harm 
animals or the planet. We 
just need to spend a little 
time educating ourselves and 
learning how to live healthily 
on a sustainable, plant-based 
diet in a way that respects 
the beautiful animals of this 
earth and our fragile planet.  
Thank you Veganuary.  

 

Rosemary Fox,                   
Wolverhampton Meeting 

HOW SHOULD WE 

BEAR WITNESS? 

For more,  

stophs2.org 

Facebook:                          
Stop HS2 Staffordshire, 

Stop HS2, Bluebell 
Woods protection 

camp 

Instagram:                           
Stop HS2 North 

Or visit Bluebell 
Woods (on A51, 

Swynnerton) - visitors 
are always welcome as 
are donations of vege-
tarian food and build-

ing materials (See 
Bluebell Woods Face-
book page for current 

wish list) 
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C L OSI NG  DA TE  F OR  NEXT  I S SUE :  END  OF  M A Y  BUT  PL EA SE  STA RT  NOW !  
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QUAKERS 

Of all the groups I know, the Quakers, 
With whom I unworthily associate, 
Can most be relied on for wise 
Compassion, common sense and 
Serious commitment to issues 
Affecting spiritual 
And physical well being 
Of virtually anyone anywhere 
In the world. 
                      Oh, yes, I know they 
Sometimes get things wrong, or seem 
A bit conventional, but always, 
In the end, they turn up trumps 
As I well know experimentally 
(George Fox’s phrase). 
                                        They don’t care much 
For dogmas, but believe in 
The essential divine goodness of 
Our being, exploring its deeps 
Together in their worship, 
Then surfacing refreshed, illuminated 
By the Inner Light, strengthened 
For the work they see ahead. 

 

Peter Holland (Stone Meeting) 
has sent this poem by Adam 
Curle. ‘Perhaps I shouldn’t 
have picked it’, he says, ‘but 
some warm appreciation is 
needed from time to time.’ 

 

Adam Curle was the first 
professor of peace studies at 
Bradford University. He 

knew the interconnected-
ness of humanity, accepted 
the validity of many reli-
gious teachings, and dis-
liked religious dogma, real-
ising its effects throughout 
the world. He wrote wide-
ly, publishing over 260 
books, papers, articles, etc. 
This poem is from his book 
‘Recognition of Reality’. 

ADAM CURLE ’S QUAKERS 

In the middle of December 
Barry phoned me ... I had 
asked him if he had any decent 
jokes I could use at Christmas. 
I’m the Bishop of Leeds and it 
wasn’t the time of year to be 
running dry. 

However, given that he always 
made sure that any joke he 
told me couldn’t be used in 
church without me facing a 
disciplinary hearing, this is 
what he said: 

A man and his wife are out 
walking one day when they 
spot a bloke sitting alone in a 
bus shelter on the other side of 
the road. “That looks like the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
over there,” says the woman.” 
“Go and ask him if he is.” The 
husband crosses the road and 
asks the man if he is indeed the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
“F*** off,” says the man. The 
husband crosses back to his 
wife who asks: “What did he 
say? Is he the Archbishop of 
Canterbury?” “He told me to 
f*** off,” says the husband. 
“Oh no,” replies the wife, 
“now we’ll never know.” 

BARRY CRYER :  

A REVERENCE FOR FUN 

The Bishop of Leeds reported 
in the Times hearing what 

might have been Barry             
Cryer’s last joke. 


