
issues. We have joined 
31.8 which describes itself 
thus: ‘We're an independ-
ent Christian safeguarding 
charity which helps indi-
viduals, organisations, 
charities, faith and commu-
nity groups to protect vul-
nerable people from 
abuse.’ This measure 
will  give us access to pro-
fessional advice and help us 
avoid making mistakes. We 
will also arrange for 
Friends in a small number 
of positions to be checked 
by the Disclosure and Bar-
ring Service (DBS). Work 
is ongoing to update our 
recruitment proce-
dures, too. This is in addi-
tion to and does not re-
place the usual Quaker 
process of discernment. 

We were recently contact-
ed by a Friend who report-
ed that s/he had been ig-
nored in the past when s/
he had raised a safeguard-
ing issue. We hope that the 
steps we are now taking 
will prevent a repeat and 
that all Friends will in fu-
ture have the confidence to 
act. 

David Morgan,                      
Stafford Meeting,                
07565 350357           

Since January, Stafford-
shire Area Meeting   has 
put in considerable ef-
fort to improve the Area 
Meeting’s application and 
understanding of safe-
guarding procedures. The 
aim is to bring us further in 
line with national legisla-
tion. Firstly, Berry Dicker 
and I were appointed to 
lead this work: Berry as the 
coordinator and responsi-
ble trustee and I as the 
deputy safeguarding coor-
dinator.  

Secondly, the Area adopt-
ed a set of safeguarding 
policies and procedures 
based on those drafted by 
staff at Friends' House. 
These are now on our 
website (https://
staffsquakers.org/ then 
click on members’ area) 
for anyone to see and for 
us to use. This gives us all 
one port of call when it 
comes to finding out how 
to identify and address a 
safeguarding issue. This 
method may prove useful 
with other documents 
the Area wishes to share. 
At the same time, we have 
implemented a series of 
training events aimed at 
ensuring we all know what 
safeguarding is and what to 
do about it. The message is 

simple, if in doubt about a 
safeguarding situation, ask! 
It is particularly important 
that we act on our instincts 
and talk to someone 
knowledgeable about any 
concerns we have about 
vulnerable adults or chil-
dren. This is unlikely to 
cause any damage and may 
prevent someone from 
suffering. In any event do 
not do nothing! 

Our next steps will be to 
train those who missed it 
the first time round and 
then review our progress. 
In our latest annual safe-
guarding report to Friends' 
House we showed that in 
2021 we considered very 
few safeguarding incidents. 
However, we expect the 
number of low-key con-
versations to increase as 
Friends become more 
aware of the issues and the 
expectation that we must 
act on our suspicions. 
However, such conversa-
tions should contribute to 
minimising the number of 
actual incidents of people 
(Friends or members of the 
public) being at risk of 
significant harm. 

Our Area now pays for 
access to professional ad-
vice about safeguarding 
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As a teenager Bill was con-
firmed into the Church of 
England.  As he grew older 
he began to think very deep-
ly about religion and to ques-
tion many things. 
 

In the mid-70s we took a 
family Youth Hostelling holi-
day in the Yorkshire Dales.  
He saw an advert in the hos-
tel for a Quaker Exhibition.  
After seeing the exhibition 
he said he felt he had ‘come 
home’.  He spent a lot of 
time researching Quakerism 
and its history and began 
attending Stafford Meeting. 
  
We became members of the 
Society in 1979.  Bill soon 
became involved in the life 
of Stafford Meeting and his 
ministry was always felt to 
be beneficial to members of 
the Meeting.  He made so 
many life friends there.  
 

An important part of his life 
was the Quaker Universalist 
Group.  He was one of the 
early members, with John 
Linton, in 1978, and this 
encouraged him to join 
Quakers. He was very much 
a Universalist and was a 
member of the Universalist 
Committee. He managed the 
website in later years.  
  
We and our daughters went 
to explore George Fox coun-
try.  We went to visit 
Swarthmore Hall and had a 
picnic while waiting for the 
hall to open.  It was a sur-
prise to meet Joan and Peter 
Holland and their daughters 
there, doing the same.  We 
had never met them before 
and they told us about a 

Meeting in Stone held in 
their house with children.  
We eventually went to this 
Meeting with our children. 
 
In the early days Bill was 
Clerk at Stone Meeting and 
later became an Elder.  His 
concern for the environment 
and the future of the world 
was expressed in his minis-
try.  In later years, as the 
Meeting grew, we all partici-
pated in social gatherings, 
outings and visits to other 
Meetings e.g. Bakewell, and 
lunched out together. We 
had Meeting weekends away 
at Glenthorne, the Quaker 
guest house in the Lake Dis-
trict. During one year many 
of us attended a Family Sum-
mer School at Woodbrooke; 
great fun was had by all!  Bill 
used to sing the ‘George 
Fox’ song with great gusto!  
 

He also visited Meeting 
Houses when working 
abroad in New Zealand, 
Canada and the USA, ex-
tending our love and friend-
ship. 
 

Bill had a number of Area 
Meeting commitments.  He 
was Convenor of the Out-
reach Working Group which 
brought back the idea of a 
Quaker Memorial at the 
National Memorial Arbore-
tum. He produced lots of 
material to be used in out-
reach exhibitions.  He made 
a set of exhibition boards for 
every Meeting and also post-
ers for Quaker Weeks, in-
cluding an open day at Stone 
Station in 2005.  He gave 
talks on the history of Quak-
erism and on his many other 

interests, such as poetry, the 
Inuit and Quakers in Staf-
fordshire.   
 

Bill was the Quaker repre-
sentative on Staffordshire 
Standing Advisory Council 
on Religious Education.  He 
produced an exhibition at 
the Kingston Centre in Staf-
ford every year. 
 

Bill had every copy of the 
Universalist Magazine, which 
he eventually donated to 
their archives.  In 2017 he 
was made a Lifetime Honor-
ary Member of the Quaker 
Universalist Group.  I would 
like to thank members of 
QUG for this as it meant a 
great deal to him, and for 
keeping in touch with Bill 
during the years of his ill-
ness. 
 

Bill was also very practical 
and organised repairs to Staf-
ford Meeting House wall and 
railings, and repaired the old 
door using skills he learned 
by missing school and going 
to work with his dad! 
 

We returned to Stafford 
Meeting during his later 
years.  Unfortunately he was 
not active for 10 years be-
cause of his illnesses, which 
included Parkinson’s, de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s.  I 
would like to thank Stafford 
Meeting for keeping in touch 
over these years. 
 

Sadly Bill died in Stafford 
Hospital on 19 January. 
 

Sue Walley,                                    

Stafford Meeting 

B ILL WALLEY AND QUAKERISM 
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FOR THE 

ENVIRONMENT 

AND THE 

FUTURE OF THE 

WORLD WAS 

EXPRESSED IN 

HIS MINISTRY .  
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Sue and Bill in Stafford 
Meeting House garden 



Bill loved to travel and his 
journey was packed with 
adventure.  

He was born in Newcastle-
under-Lyme in 1941.  His 
father was a joiner and his 
mother a paintress in the 
pottery industry.  

At school he was considered 
a slow learner. Years later he 
discovered he was dyslexic.  
One day he was asked to do 
a drawing of the church. He 
sat for a few hours and was 
the centre of attention of all 
who passed by; for the first 
time he felt important.  He 
attended Watlands Second-
ary Modern School, and ex-
celled at maths, science, and 
art. He represented Stafford-
shire in both soccer and ath-
letics, and signed amateur 
forms for Stoke City.   

He met Susan at a Youth 
Club he was helping to run 
in 1961. He went to Queen 
Mary College, London, to 
study Civil Engineering.  He 
graduated in 1964 with first-
class honours and was of-
fered a job with Crewe Bor-
ough Council.  

Bill and Susan married in 
1964.  In 1965 he moved to 
Staffordshire County Coun-
cil as an Assistant Engineer. 
In 1967 Lesley was born and 
two years later Alison.   In 
1969 he took his professional 
Civils Interview and passed 
the final exams of the Institu-
tion of Structural Engineers. 
He did an MSc in Highway 
and Traffic Engineering at 
Birmingham University be-
fore moving to Aston Uni-
versity as a lecturer.  

He taught and researched 
water resources systems and 
was appointed Senior Tutor 
of the Department of Civil 
Engineering in 1984.  

He was elected to Stafford 
Borough Council in 1983 as 
a Liberal and remained for 
eight years, later as leader of 
the Liberal group.  He stood 
in Stoke against Jack Ashley 
in a General Election 

In 1989 he stood down as 
Senior Tutor at Aston and 
retrained in the field of Arti-
ficial Intelligence. He devel-
oped an AI approach to bio-
logical monitoring of river 
ecology.   

Bill retired from Aston in 
1993 and moved to Stafford-
shire University to concen-
trate on research into appli-
cations of AI in river pollu-
tion monitoring.  In 1998 he 
was made Professor of Intel-
ligent Environmental Sys-
tems. He secured many re-
search contracts from the 
Environment Agency and 
gave presentations all over 
the world.  In 2003 he re-
tired with the title 'Emeritus 
Professor’.  He maintained 
contact with his former re-
search group, acting as advi-
sor and consultant. 

Bill and Susan bought a 
camper van for their retire-
ment.  Travel was a passion 
for them: crossing the icecap 
on a skidoo in Iceland, ex-
ploring the National Parks in 
Canada in a camper van, dog 
sledding in Greenland and 
rafting down the Firth River 
in the Canadian Arctic. They 
also had a trip to Nashville to 
the Grand Ole Opry follow-

ing Bill’s love of country 
music.  

Bill loved the outdoors and 
climbing mountains. He en-
joyed organising walking 
trips for family, friends and 
students and completed a 
Mountain Leadership Certifi-
cate. 

Lesley and Alison remember 
many happy childhood holi-
days, camping and youth 
hostelling, walking coastal 
paths, playing in rock pools, 
spotting dolphins out at sea, 
building dams across streams 
and identifying flowers, trees 
and birds in the little observ-
er books. Queen bees used 
to arrive in the post, as Bill 
was a keen beekeeper.  He 
tried to get them interested 
in athletics with his coaching 
at Rowley Park. He ran the 
youth club in the village, so 
was loved by all their 
friends. He was immensely 
proud of both of his daugh-
ters, both gaining degrees at 
Bangor University. He was 
Alison’s kayaking coach and 
biggest supporter, jumping 
into the Tryweryn River to 
rescue her when her boat got 
wedged upside down.  

Unfortunately, in 2006 Bill 
and the family were involved 
in an awful road traffic acci-
dent.  Bill suffered Post-
Traumatic Injury.  Sadly, it 
seriously affected the rest of 
his life.  

He led such a full life. 
Though things became diffi-
cult in later years he main-
tained his fabulous sense of 
humour and still showed 
great love and interest in his 
family and friends. 

B ILL WALLEY :  A FULL LIFE 

H IS JOURNEY 

WAS PACKED 

WITH 

ADVENTURE 
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Bill stands in front of his 
‘Mother and Child’,                  

accepted for an Open Art 
Exhibition at the Shire Hall                  

in Stafford 

This account of Bill’s 
life is based on the           

address at Bill’s funeral 
by Frank Farnworth, a 

lifelong friend 



Many of us remember Rose-
mary as a very dear friend, 
loving, caring, kind, honest, 
diligent, organised, multi-
skilled, intelligent, welcom-
ing, straightforward, con-
cerned and fun to be with.  
We remember her hospitali-
ty, her humour and laughter, 
her love of nature, birds and 
her garden, her love of mu-
sic which helped to sustain 
her – many of these words 
and thoughts occurred in 
tributes when she died. 

Rosemary was one of 2000 
‘brown babies’ born to white 
mothers and African Ameri-
can GI fathers during the last 
two years of World War 2. 
Her parents maintained no 
contact with each other and 
it was a source of great sad-
ness for her that she knew 
nothing about her father, not 
even his name. She grew up 
with white people in a Staf-
fordshire village where she 
experienced exclusion along 
with a few friendships in her 
community and schools. 
Looking back, she realised 
how as a child this prompted 
her to question herself about 
where she came from, as 
people treated her as an 
‘outsider within’.  

Rosemary's mother Ellen 
was employed in domestic 
service and, against the ex-
pectations of her family, did 
not place Rosemary for 
adoption. The rest of the 
family, except her grand-
mother, excluded Rosemary 
throughout her life.  Her 
grandmother surrounded her 
with love, care and affection 
but she died when Rosemary 
was six.  After this the kind-

ness and affection she re-
ceived came from a series of 
women whom later she 
termed ‘other mothers’ and 
‘aunts’ – none of whom re-
ferred to her colour and so 
even with them she was una-
ble to talk about and make 
sense of her whole self.   

She gives us a vivid and sen-
sitive account of her growing 
up and subsequent life in her 
memoir Talking about Skin, 
completed during the first 
Covid lockdown in 2020 
under the pen name of Rosa 
Carter.  

University education was not 
possible because her mother 
would not name her father 
on the application form. 
However Rosemary realised 
that nursing offered a route 
into the wider world as she 
would be paid to train.  She 
was encouraged by her last 
‘other mother’, who told 
her that she had the qualities 
needed for nursing. She 
trained at the Radcliffe infir-
mary in Oxford where the 
first of her many lifelong-
long friendships started 
when she met a fellow stu-
dent who was from the Baha-
mas.  She was the first black 
person Rosemary had ever 
spoken to: hearing about a 
society where black people 
were in a majority, with 
positive affirmation of their 
culture, was a revelation 
which helped her to re-
evaluate her own worth.  

In Oxford she went on to 
train as a midwife and then 
moved to Birmingham, 
where she became acutely 
aware of the support needs 

of school age mothers, an-
other marginalised group. 
She married and became a 
mother herself, balancing 
home life and bringing up 
three sons with work in the 
Birmingham Friendship 
Housing Association, devel-
oping accommodation, social 
support and community ser-
vices for single parent fami-
lies. Later she became the 
Association's executive di-
rector, responsible, along 
with 120 staff, for managing 
a range of accommodation 
and support for young fami-
lies, vulnerable people and 
the elderly, many of them 
black. It was here that a 
unique skill emerged - her 
ability to manage projects in 
ways which enhanced the 
autonomy of all those in-
volved and inspired their self
-confidence through mutual 
respect beyond the formali-
ties of their relationships. 
She left this post in 1992 and 
worked for seven years as a 
trainer and management 
consultant, primarily cover-
ing equality and diversity. 

The respect which Rosemary 
was generating in the public 
sector took her to the trus-
teeship of major national 
housing associations, the 
magistracy in Birmingham, 
and subsequently to mem-
bership of the Staffordshire 
Police Authority until its 
abolition in 2012 – all con-
sistent with her witness to 
inclusion and commitment 
to truly responsible manage-
ment. 

Her second marriage ended 
in 1999.  Subsequently she 
experienced deep depression 

OUR DEAR FRIEND ROSEMARY CRAWLEY 
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and then life-threatening 
physical illness, which left 
her in a very vulnerable 
state: she later said that it 
was the love she felt from 
her friends around her which 
was the key to her recovery.  

At around that time she 
found a haven with Friends 
in Lichfield Local Meeting, 
whose credal-free values 
resonated with her own. She 
felt spiritually at home in the 
meeting for worship and her 
ministry was valued by us.  
She demonstrated an innate 
understanding of Quaker 
witness and practices, and 
hosted discussion groups and 
other meetings.  Her love 
for members of the meeting 
was shown in the continual 
small acts of kindness she 
made time for e.g. keeping 
in touch with friends, giving 
friends cakes she had baked, 
handing on her knitting 
skills, and knitting for 
friends. Although she took 
life seriously, her strong 
sense of humour and fun 
shone through, and conver-
sations often involved a lot 
of laughter.  Her manage-
ment skills were recognised 
and some years later she 
served as clerk of our meet-
ing, a role which she took on 
whole heartedly as she ac-
tively cared for our meeting. 
It was while she was serving 
as clerk of our Area Meeting 
that she unexpectedly died 
from heart failure at the age 
of 77. 

At the Society's national lev-
el Rosemary greatly valued 
meetings with Friends of 
colour and she served as 
treasurer to the Quaker Asy-

lum and Refugee Network 
(QARN),  She was an active 
member of QPSW's criminal 
justice committee, even 
though there was resistance 
to discussing or acting on the 
racial aspects that concerned 
her. Her commitment to the 
Quaker practice of shared 
discernment and practice in 
decision-making led to her 
discomfort with the current 
re-orientation of QPSW's 
programme and priorities. 

Volunteering with a particu-
lar group of women seeking 
asylum in Birmingham led to 
her setting up Women with 
Hope, a charity open to 
women at any stage of their 
asylum or settled status – 
which was consistent with 
her witness against exclusion 
on any grounds. Her very 
practical support for its 
members extended from 
sharing her craft skills to 
accompanying women to 
Home Office interviews 
which could lead to their 
removal back to the coun-
tries from which they had 
fled.  She inspired shared 
concern and mutual support 
amongst the women in-
volved in Women with 
Hope.  

The power of love expressed 
through her life also turned 
what could have been nega-
tive into positive witness to 
the Society; although feeling 
at one with most Quaker 
testimonies, the racism that 
she experienced in the Reli-
gious Society of Friends led 
to her principled decision 
not to apply for member-
ship; she found the Quaker 
testimony to equality persis-

tently incomplete, in partic-
ular regarding Friends’ lack 
of understanding of the full 
implications of our stated 
commitment to racial equali-
ty. Without ever assuming 
the role of victim or enforc-
er, she combined her lived 
experience of racial inequali-
ty with a readiness to re-
spond to Friends who were 
prepared to make faltering 
steps towards understanding 
racism. She offered a com-
pass pointing to a path which 
could be the start of a jour-
ney of understanding racism 
without the need to inflict 
yet more hurt on F/friends 
of colour - a journey which 
could lead to living testimo-
ny to racial equality.   

Rosemary turned her experi-
ence of exclusion into her 
life's witness of compassion 
for those excluded from so-
ciety.  In retrospect it can be 
seen that her experience of 
being and feeling loved by 
her grandmother and a num-
ber of other women, along-
side her experience of the 
pain of being excluded, led 
to her life’s testimony – lov-
ing her neighbour as she had 
felt loved herself.  During 
her funeral the effect of this 
testimony was expressed in 
the ministry of several of the 
fifty refugees and asylum 
seekers who journeyed from 
Birmingham. For Rosemary 
her neighbour was each per-
son she came across, many of 
whom were excluded from 
the privilege of our society, 
and the power of the love in 
her life allowed ‘her neigh-
bours’ to feel loved and 
held, and of personal worth.  

OUR DEAR FRIEND ROSEMARY CRAWLEY (CONTINUED) 
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This tribute was written 
jointly by members of            

Lichfield Meeting 
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The current edition of 
Quaker Faith and Practice was 
published in 1995 following 
major revisions. It replaced 
Christian Faith and Practice, 
which contained inspirational 
writings, and Church 
Government, which prescribed 
the Society’s organisation 
and procedures. 

Other Christian churches 
have books of prayers and 
the Creed – Quakers have 
neither, but QF&P describes 
or at least illustrates the 
theology of our version of 
Quakerism. It also prescribes 
our structures and our 
practices or procedures.  

QF&P is subtitled The book of 
Christian discipline of the … 
Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) in Britain. In 
discussions it is usually 
referred to as our ‘book of 
discipline’, because many 
Friends dislike being 
reminded of our relationship 
with Christianity.   

I suggest that the word 
‘Christian’ in ‘Christian 
discipline’ is being used as an 
adjective meaning ‘in the 
Christian manner’ i.e that 
the discipline is gentle, kind, 
supportive and loving. One 
is reminded of Jesus defying 
ritualistic tradition by 
healing someone on a 
Sabbath day. Doing what 
love requires of one is more 
important than obeying strict 
religious rules. Perhaps 
today the subtitle would 
refer to ‘guidelines’ rather 
than to ‘discipline’.  

The discipline described in 
QF&P is indeed very gentle. 
Often a preferred practice is 
described, but then one 
reads that other practices are 

permissible. Thus there is 
one procedure for 
applications for membership, 
but others are suggested. 
Any firm direction is further 
tempered by the oft-quoted 
extract from guidelines by 
the Elders of Balby, ‘… 
these things we do not lay 
upon you as a rule or form 
to walk by … for the letter 
killeth, but the spirit gives 
life.’ It often seems that 
Friends take this as an excuse 
totally to ignore guidelines, 
let alone any discipline.   

So, is there any need for 
discipline in our Society, and 
if so, where is it important? 

I am convinced that any  
organisation, big or small, 
must have discipline. Often 
participants are unaware of 
it, or call it by another 
name, such as tradition, or 
common sense. 
Organisations must adapt to 
survive, but discipline is 
needed to avoid the danger 
of adapting so much as to 
cease to perform their 
original purpose.  The 
agreed purpose of Britain 
Yearly Meeting is to further 
the religious and charitable 
purposes of the Religious 
Society. The latter’s purpose 
is not formally defined but is 
apparent from the Society’s 
title (‘Religious’), from its 
acknowledged roots 
(‘Christian’) and QF&P. 

Government informational 
documents often start by 
drawing attention to the 
difference between ‘should’ 
and ‘must’. QF&P is not so 
harsh, but it has ways of 
differentiating between 
‘should’ and ‘must’ 
statements. ‘Shoulds’ are 

most common. The Advices 
use questions which imply 
that one should take certain 
actions. For instance Advice 
14 asks ‘Are your meetings 
for church affairs held in a 
spirit of worship and in 
dependence on the guidance 
of God?’ It is clear that QF&P 
has it that this should be the 
case, but refrains from 
insisting that it is.  

‘Must’ statements are more 
frank. Advice 1 contains two 
of them and also defines an 
important aspect of Quaker 
theology. It says,‘Take 
heed…’. Not ‘Consider 
taking heed’, nor ‘Do you 
take heed’, but a simple 
imperative statement. 
(Heeding means not only 
perceiving but also taking 
appropriate action.) The 
Advice continues ‘Trust’ that 
good thoughts come from 
God. The previous edition 
simply asserted that they do. 
The word trust implies that 
there are other possibilities 
as to the source of altruistic 
thoughts but that we are to 
chose this one. ‘Trust’ as 
opposed to ‘know’ or 
‘accept’ also seems to me to 
imply that there is an 
element of risk. As a writer I 
trust that one or two people 
will read this, otherwise I 
might not bother to do it, 
but I do not know it.  

Another way of implying 
‘must’ is simply to make an 
assertion, assuming, in this 
case, that everyone claiming 
to be a Quaker accepts it. 
For instance the first 
sentence in the introduction 
to Advices and Queries asserts 
that our form of worship 
‘allows God to teach and 
transform us’. It starts with 

QUAKER DISCIPLINE 

Stephen Petter asks if there 
is still any need for 

discipline in our Society.           
He would welcome comment 
- and accepts that he might 

be mistaken. 
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GRIEF :  A REFLECTION ON A PATH WE DON ’T WANT TO GO 

DOWN BUT CANNOT AVOID 

If we are fortunate in life we 
meet one or two people with 
whom we can ‘just be our-
selves’. 

This person could be our 
partner, our parent, our 
sibling, our friend or our 
colleague, someone we have 
just got to know but with 
whom we have a bond, 
someone we have known for 
as long as we can remember.   

It is a mutual relationship, 
we may acknowledge the 
closeness.  

But what happens when the 
person dies and we are left 
to cope with the loss.   

There is a time when others 
around us are grieving but 
later we find ourselves still 
heartbroken, prone to crying 
without seeing why, and 
with a deep sadness which 
cannot be expressed, even 
through our tears. 

We may question our right 
to feel as we do - but this is 
how we feel and it is unstop-
pable.   

It doesn’t feel like depres-
sion but it is intense and feels 
as though it will never go 
away. 

Some days are fine, some 
weeks are fine, but then sud-
denly it is back.  

We want to tell the world 
about how amazing the per-
son was. 

Then someone says some-
thing which confirms how 
much our friend meant to 
them – that’s something to 
celebrate – a connection.  

We grieve the loss of what 
we had, the loss of what 
might have been.   

Conversations we wish we’d 
had.   

Times we would have had 
together.  

Conversations that we might 
have had today – because we 
might have phoned them or 
even been with them.  

Then come memories that 
warm our heart just for a 
while, we smile….before 
the pain returns. 

Times we had together.  The 
conversations we had.  The 
fun we had. The arguments 
we had.  The caring we re-
ceived from them and the 
care we gave them. 

And all this just because we 
are human.   

How amazing to feel some 
strength and joy even in the 
middle of the abject pain of 
bereavement. 

Another part of the power of 
love.                

 

Rhoda Wharton. Lichfield 
Local Meeting 

‘As Friends we commit 
ourselves…’ A very bold 
assertion. Were it that more 
members were a bit less 
uncommitted! ‘allows God’ 
implies that Friends accept 
that God exists (else how 
could God teach us?) It is 
instructive to read through 
Advices and Queries, noting the 
instances of gently-framed 
‘musts’and ‘shoulds’.  

It is normal for members of 
an organisation not to 
embrace its purpose. The 
motivation of workers in 
profit-seeking companies is 
seldom to increase 
shareholders’ dividends. But 
is it valid for members of a 

religious group not to accept 
the essential feature of all 
religion, namely God? 
Especially if that religion 
emphasises the need for 
Truth? (I do not accept that 
Buddhism is truly a religion. 
I see it as a self-improvement 
philosophy.)  The word 
‘God’ appears over 700 
times in QF&P.  Has 
Quakerism’s very ‘Christian’ 
generosity and forbearance, 
together with its reliance on 
God as teacher, gone so far 
as to allow adaption to 
perceived needs outweigh 
attention to its essential 
‘Religious’ purpose? 

The current (1994) edition 

dropped almost all 
references to Jesus. Shall the 
new edition, now being 
worked upon, also drop 
God? Maybe it would be a 
good thing if our Society 
morphed into a secular, 
liberal reformist pressure 
group but I for one would 
regret loss of our ‘religion 
without religiosity’ and I 
believe the world would be a 
poorer place. Heeding 
altruistic ideas has been 
greatly strengthened by 
Quakers’ assumption that 
we’re being led by God. 
 

Stephen Petter,               
Wolverhampton Meeting 

QUAKER DISCIPLINE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6)  
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Jim Sorby                              
(Stafford Meeting)                         

has sent this poem by            
Charlotte Mew,                    

along with a commentary by 
Richard Harries,                  

former Bishop of Oxford    
(extracts on page 11).                                                      

     — and he cried with a loud voice:  
     Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees — 
     (Revelation) 
 

They are cutting down the great plane-trees at the end of 
       the gardens. 
For days there has been the grate of the saw, the swish of 
       the branches as they fall, 
The crash of the trunks, the rustle of trodden leaves, 
With the “Whoops’ and the “Whoas”, the loud common 
       talk, the loud common laughs of the men, above it all. 
 

I remember one evening of a long past spring 
Turning in at a gate, getting out of a cart, and finding a 
      large dead rat in the mud of the drive. 
I remember thinking: alive or dead, a rat was a god- 
forsaken thing,  
But at least, in May, that even a rat should be alive. 
 

The week’s work here is as good as done. There is just one 
        bough 
On the roped bole, in the fine grey rain, 
               Green and high 
               And lonely against the sky. 
                                    (Down now! — ) 
               And but for that, 
               If an old dead rat 
Did once, for a moment, unmake the spring, I might never 
     have thought of him again. 
 

It is not for a moment the spring is unmade to-day; 
These were great trees, it was in them from root to stem: 
When the men with the “Whoops” and the “Whoas” have 
      carted the whole of the whispering loveliness away 
Half the spring, for me, will have gone with them. 
 

It is going now, and my heart has been struck with the 
        hearts of the planes; 
Half my life it has beat with these, in the sun, in the rains, 
   In the March wind, the May breeze, 
In the great gales that came over to them across the roofs 
       from the great seas. 
    There was only a quiet rain when they were dying; 
    They must have heard the sparrows flying, 
And the small creeping creatures in the earth where they 
       were lying — 
But I, all day, I heard an angel crying: 
     “Hurt not the trees.” 

CHARLOTTE MEW: THE TREES ARE DOWN 

A 100-year-old plane tree is 
felled for a temporary cycle 
lane in Chiswick in 2021, 
despite an alleged lack of 

consultation 



When her father died, the 
family was left with very 
little money. Three of her 
siblings died young, and two 
were committed to mental 
asylums. Charlotte was a 
lesbian, but her approaches 
to other women were never 
reciprocated. When her sis-
ter died, she went into a 
deep depression and took 
her own life. 

In the early part of her life 
she wrote articles and short 
stories, and only later did 
she turn to poetry. The qual-
ity was quickly recognised by 
people including Thomas 
Hardy and Virginia Woolf, 
who thought her the best 
female poet of the age.  

This poem, with its heartfelt 
anguish over nature, is very 
much one for our own time. 
Gerard Manley Hopkins had 
a similar anguish, expressed 
in such lines as ‘Long live the 
weeds and the wilderness 
yet’ in ‘Inversnaid’. 

Many of us feel that there is 
something very special about 
trees, and this is recognised 
in Revelation, which Char-
lotte quotes as a heading to 
the poem. London’s plane 
trees, most of which were 
planted in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, remain one of the 
glories of the city. Mew con-
trasts the grandeur of the 
plane trees with the rough 
shouts of those cutting them 
down. It is one sign of a wid-
er anguish, the limited life of 
everything on earth. Even a 
rat deserves to be alive to 
enjoy the vitality of spring. 

It is not just one spring that 
has been spoiled. Those 
planes had been part of her 
life. St Paul wrote about this 
anguish of nature in Romans: 
‘The whole created universe 
in all its parts groans’. He 
expresses the hope that 
when the new creation 
comes to its fulfilment, na-
ture itself will be trans-
formed: ‘The universe itself 

is to be freed from the shack-
les of mortality and is to 
enter upon the glorious lib-
erty of the children of God’. 

We are now highly conscious 
of the preciousness of nature 
and the need to preserve it 
from human degradation, 
climate change, and the loss 
of biodiversity. Trees in the 
UK are not in a good state. 
One of our glories, the ash, 
has been totally devastated in 
just a few years by ash die-
back. This follows the virtual 
end of the English elm sever-
al decades ago. The oak and 
the chestnut are also being 
blighted by disease. At the 
same time, we know that 
there is a desperate need to 
plant more trees to absorb 
some of the carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere, which has 
been contributing to global 
warming and climate change. 
With Charlotte Mew, echo-
ing Revelation, we cry out, 
‘Hurt not the trees.’ 

CHARLOTTE MEW 

HURT NOT THE 

TREES 
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Charlotte Mew        
1869-1928 

INVASION OF UKRAINE:  
THE REALISTIC OPTIONS HAVE DRAWBACKS  

The invasion of Ukraine has 
left us appalled and bewil-
dered. 

I hope the following will 
help Friends to be as well 
informed and as realistic as 
possible. 

Some aspects need close 
attention. 

If the Russians take and hold 
Odessa, the main port, they 
will win the war. 

Before the invasion the 
Ukrainians exported grain 
for 300 million people.  
How will planting, harvest-

ing and processing be main-
tained this year? 

What can organisations like 
the United Nations, the Eu-
ropean Union and NATO do 
to repair infrastructure and 
restore stability? 

Is there any scope for diplo-
macy?  Could the Russians 
be trusted in view of the 
unprovoked invasion and 
their treatment of civilians? 

So there are 2 realistic op-
tions.  Each has its snags. 

The UN, EU and NATO 
could give the Ukraine the 

help necessary to expel the 
invaders.  In retaliation Rus-
sia could use chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear weapons. 

Alternatively, we could ig-
nore the invasion on the ba-
sis that we should not take 
sides.  If Russia occupies or 
destroys the Ukraine, then 
later it could undermine and 
dominate other European 
countries. 

So which set of risks is the 
lesser of 2 evils? 

John Nicholls,                    
Wolverhampton Meeting 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/environmentgreen-issues
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/environmentgreen-issues
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/topics/climate-change
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Two Summers 

 

Under the summer endless sky 

 

Rich grass, bright daisies, yellow buttercups 

Placid cows graze 

The shady woods play hide and seek 

With children and shy animals 

Golden fields  

Waving catspaws chasing the warm breeze 

 

Under the endless summer sky 

Nearby, towns and villages 

Drowse in the afternoon warmth 

Grandparents sit in the shade 

Recalling the past 

Parents weed the garden 

And smile at each other 

 

Under the endless summer sky 

 

Tomorrow comes  

Time to gather the harvest 

Yellow machines march in echelon 

Garnering the golden grain 

TWO REQUIEMS FOR UKRAINE - 1 

Summer reflected in a cracked mirror  

 

Under the endless summer sky 

 

Crushed wildflowers 

Desolate fields 

Shattered woods broken branches clawing the sky 

Silent with menace 

Fields of rich black earth 

Barren and broken 

The fields are churned 

By great makers of death 

 

Under the endless summer sky 

 

Villages and towns 

Lie shattered as Jericho 

Orchards barren 

Gardens empty 

Ovens cold 

Hearts riven 

Families flee eastward 

All hope gone 

 

Under the endless summer sky 

 

Only the graveyards prosper 

Testament to ambition and greed. 
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Two Winters 

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

The Earth is sleeping 

Cows snug in their byres 

Trees dream of summer 

The woods are still 

Fields lie quiet under a blanket of snow 

Awaiting the Spring sowing 

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

Nearby, towns and villages 

Turn their backs to the east wind 

Families sit around the warm tiled stoves 

And talk quietly  

Gardens lie sleeping 

Fruit trees slumber 

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

Tomorrow comes 

Time to prepare for Spring 

The ploughs will turn the fertile earth 

Ready for the Spring sowing 

TWO REQUIEMS FOR UKRAINE - 2 

Winter reflected in cracked mirror  

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

The fields lie fallow 

Deserted and silent 

Rent trees lie broken  

Crushed with despair 

The fields rutted by tanks 

Sowing nothing but death  

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

Villages and towns lie silent 

Shattered walls 

Eyeless windows 

Shredded curtains crying in the wind 

Cold the hearth 

Chilled our hearts 

Families flee westward 

All hope gone 

 

Under the grey and bleak winter sky 

 

Only graveyards prosper 

Testament to ambition and greed 

 

Yet again the seasons turn 

And tomorrow comes again 

 

80 years pass 

Nigel Peckett,                                                                   
Stafford Meeting,                                                                  
31 March, 2022                            
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ALL CHANGE ! MAKING PATHS ON SHIFTING GROUND 

A Living Witness gathering 
at  Woodbrooke Quaker 
Study Centre, 26 -29 August  

Prophet, healer, rebel, mys-
tic, helper, builder…? Have 
you found a niche in the eco-
system of responses to the 
climate and ecological crisis? 
How can we support, chal-
lenge and care for each other 
on our different paths? What 
does our Quaker faith and 
practice bring? 

Whether you are deeply and 
widely engaged, or feel stuck 
and unsure what to do next, 
you are welcome at our 

summer gathering. We will 
weave together short talks, 
response sessions and work-
shops, relaxation, worship 
and other spiritual practices. 
We hope to strengthen our 
sense of community and the 
connections among our di-
verse approaches, to open 
ourselves to transformation 
and discern some unity in a 
way forward together. 

Gathering fee: £330 includes 
accommodation and meals 
from Friday evening to Mon-
day lunch. 

Non-residential: £180 in-
cludes meals and refresh-
ments except breakfast, Fri-
day to Monday. Some camp-
ing space is available nearby. 

Weekend only: £260 in-
cludes accommodation and 
meals Friday to Sunday 

For further details and to 
book your place, please con-
tact Laurie Michaelis at lau-
rie@livingwitness.org.uk  If 
you use the attached regis-
tration form, you will only 
need to contact Laurie with 
any further queries.  

Do get in touch: 

•  if you need a bursary to 
be able to attend 

• if you would like to help 
with running the gather-
ing 

• if you could offer a work-
shop, epilogue or other 
activity 

And please contribute to the 
bursary fund if you can. 

 

From Laurie Michaelis 
www.livingwitness.org.uk 

Our beloved canine friend 
Alfie has died. He was an 
important part of Stafford 
Meeting, coming each week 
to Meeting for Worship as 
long as he was able, lying 
quietly throughout the 
silence and greeting each in 
turn at the end. He was 
known to have noticed 
someone who was upset and 
gone to comfort them. 

ALFIE 

 

C L OSI NG  DA TE  F OR  A U TUM N  I S SUE :  END  OF  SEPTEM BE R  B UT  PL EA SE  STA RT  NOW !  

A RTI CL E S  A RE  U SUA L L Y  A  M A XI M UM  OF  A BOU T  6 00  W ORDS  L O NG  —  ONE  PA G E  

G A BI  A ND  ROG E R  OL DFI EL D  

8  M ENDI P  A VENUE ,  S TA FFORD ,  S T1 7  0PG  

ROG E ROL DFI EL D@ M Y PHO NE . C OO P  

 

S TA F F OR DS HIR E  QUA K ER S                         
ON  TH E  WEB  

W W W . S TA F F S - QU AK ERS . OR G . U K  

Hard copies of this issue were printed by Hillingdon Greenprint using recycled paper, vegetable-based ink and electricity generated on site from the sun. 

Alfie also led our monthly 
walks on Cannock Chase, 
which will remain named in 
his honour.  We miss him. 

Maggie Jeays,                               
Stafford Meeting 
 

A hazelnut tree has been planted 
in memory of Alf in Stafford 
Meeting House garden along 
with some of his ashes. 

Photo by Rachel Britten 

Former Stafford Friend Alison 
Crane, now of Cheltenham 

Meeting, has written to say that 
she is is going to this weekend 

gathering and to encourage 
Staffordshire Friends to                 

consider going too.  

mailto:laurie@livingwitness.org.uk
mailto:laurie@livingwitness.org.uk
http://www.livingwitness.org.uk

